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The way one reads a fanzine--or say, a magazine—re-
flects the interest the reader has in the varicus parts
that make up the whole. My habit is to skim an issue
until I reach the letter colum, read it, then return
to the rest of the zine to see what new is being added
to whatever it is that forms the personality of the
zire to my mind's eye. The Locol forms a bridge be-
tween issues; commenting on, reminding one about, what
went. on before. Locols help set the zine in context,
as it were, and aid in uniting a string of issues into
a sort of fabric that is different fram all others.
Since I read fanzines in that fashion, it makes sense
far me to produce a zine in a pattern that suits my
reading habits. Therefore I've decided to start off
each ETTLE with the camments on the preceding issue.
With that g fnigrdd policy in mind, let's begin with
a segment—the title for which I'm borrowing fram an
earlier zine I did—called...

FEEDBACKTALK

PAUL, SKELTON ~- 25 Bowland Close, Offerton, Stockport,
Cheshire, SK2 5NW, UNITED KINGDOI.
June 26, 1985

You Rotting Swine, You!!! I said I wasn't going to
talk about TAFF, certainly umot keeping the pot boiling
in fanzines. I only LoCed because you said you were
terminating the discussion, so I thought I could give
you feedback whilst not giving the mixture another
stir. And then you go and publish the fucker!

Well Mom, you certainly stepped back from the specific
details in summing up what is wrong with fii¢ vigtld fan-
dom today. Dare I suggest that perhaps you stepped

too far back? After all, nobody can disagree this
time, can they? (Knowing fans, I guess that's a silly
question,) However , I doubt that anyone will meke

the comnections required to transfer their actions of
recent months into the situation in a manner that casts
themselves in a bad light. A good piece, though. Well
thought out, well plamned, well constructed, and very
nicely reasoned -- the sort of piece that requires a
ot more behind-the~-scenes work than is superficially
evident.

Charging the subject -- one word of advice. Dom't try
typing the lettercolumn heading whea your stutter is

so bad.

I kniow it can come on when one is under stress.

Take a few deep breaths to calm yourself, type 'Et-
tle's Feedback’, and get on before they know what's
hit them. To get semi-serious for a moment, I do dis-
like this type of 'Heading By Repetition'. It seems
to me it is absolutely, 100% analogous to a record
getting stuck in a single groove, well, jumping if
you want to be pedantic. When a record does this it
drives me round the bend. It irritates me, and I bet
it irritates most people. VYhy is repetitive heading.
supposed to be different? Maybe you or Rob Hansen
could enlighten me, eh?

The most glaring thing I noticed about the letter col-
um was the names of the people in it, or rather the
names of the people not in it. I menticned in a re-
cent letter that what I see as one of the worst ef-
fects of all the recent unpleasanimess has been a
drawing of lines, a taking of sides. Fandom is now
made up of various Twiltcne Maginot Lines, and the
good aspects of fanzine fandom -- the creativity and
the good fanzines -- are dying in the NoMan'sLand be-
tween them. Fandom is losing its point of focus.

You either stand in one camp and see everything from
one point of view, or stand in another and see every-
thing from that perspective. There was a delightful
(though promy poorly written) story on this theme
many years ago in an old ASTOUNDING (if memory serves).
To be vibrant and healthy, to get a reasonable world-
view, fandom needs these viewpoints in the same camp.

On these lines, I was saddened to hear that {two fan-
writers] had both pulled material from WARHOON, and,
similarly, [another] had pulled material from HOLIER
THAN THOU. When I read of that last, I thought to
myself, ‘'Arsehole! Well, if you're going to be so
petty, I'll pull my article from your fanzine!'' Then
I realized what 1 was thinking, put my brain cell
back in, and slunk into the night.

The thing is, with this refusal to accept that other
people can hold wildly éifferent opinions from our-
selves ang still be perfectly sincere, we are sowing
the seeds for fandom's destruction, or at least for
very lean times. What we are saying is that ego is
all important. Sod free exchange of ideas! Sod the
right to hold conflicting opinions! Sod ability and
creativity! What we are saying is that fandom is all
about winning arguments by any means, and not about
creativity or ability. The fact is that Dick Derger-
on, whether you agree with his recent stances or dis-



agree with them, is an excellent creative fan, pub-
lishes a fine fanzine, and anyone who really cares
about standards and excellence in one's fanac ought
to be proud to appear in his fanzine. You don't have
to agree with his every opinion iz order to appreci-
ate his qualities, for fuck's sake! What I want from
fandom is the option of pursuing my own correspond-
ence as I wish., I will choose and make my own friends.
From my own fanzines, I want to see style, flair,
ability, interesting concepts, and a free exchange of
ideas. I don't want to see squabbling and everyone
taking up politically correct stances.

It's supposed to be about enjoying yourself amnd hav-
ing fun, isn't it? Anyone who is having fun in the
current environment is a very sick person indeed. It
didn't ought to be about taking sides. It ought to
be about slinging the whole thing into a bin, of say-
ing "Fucking Hell! How on Earth did we get onto this
zoad? Let's go back and get on the right one!" This
road is the wrong road for everyone, it is the wrong
road for fandom. Let us get the fuck off it. Alil of
us. Now.

The bad things about fandom aren't more important
than the good things, are they?

This is not to say that one shouldn't take up ideas
and issues that one feels are important, but when one
discovers that it is impossible to arrive at a con-
sensus, or to convince others, one should be prepared
to put them down again. There will always be those
who "...felt that the trees were a bad idea in the
first place...", or however Douglas Adams phrased it.

§ Hold on there! Hold on there, | say! What | set
down (In ETTLE THREE) was this; "lf further comment
on TAFF comes In, | will run 1+ of course.™ HNow
where do you see the word Yterminate" In that sen-
tence? You commented; | ran 1+.9Y Belng human, no
one wishes to put themselves In a bad iight. To do
the opposite, though--put everyone who disagrees
with you Into a bad light-~is all-toco-human, too.
| wish more people would step back and try to take
I'n the larger view, but | reallze that It simply
Isn't a fecet of some people's natures. There are
many involved In the brouhaha that | thought of as
ebsolute Jerks, so perhaps writing that plece was
more for my own benefit that anyone else's. 17 You
choose the layout you llke for your fanzlne, ']
choose what | |lke for mine. Okay? 99 | haven't
noted any death rattle on the part of creatlvity in
fandom lately. Of course | don't what the sltua-
tion Is In the UK, but entertaining fmz continue to
show up over hers. True, a few folk chose to pull
materlal from other's zlnes becsuse of thelr sore
feellings, but that's any contrlbutor's right, for
whatever reasons. (Of course, when chllidish rea-
sons are clted then other fans are entltied to
snicker...1t's nice to read you avolided that path.)
19 Feuds and arguments have amused fandom for ages,

Skel. The cleser you are to the center of the storm
the less funny you find the situation. Having been
close enough to have my hair ruffled by the winds
(#*coff*), | must admit that even | found more than

a few amusing moments during recent months. Yet |
certalnly don't view myself as belng "slick". Toss-
Ing out that label was one of the trigger points of
this wh&igj;ess, after alles.. 99 Some peopie re-
sign themselves to Not Winning more readliily than
others. And some fans have extremely tenaclous
memor les. Even mild-mannered fen, llke Harry Warner
Jr. who still Is Irked about the casting out of &
member of FAPA decades ago and belabors the polnt
every bl-month in his zine for that apa,can feel
that Principle supercedes Reasonableness on certain
Issues. While | agree that there usually comes a
point when cudgels should be dropped in the name of
the Better Ghood, that polint will vary from indivi-
dual to Individual. VWhere you may quit, where | may
qult and where fans X, Y, and Z may quit are apt to
be at utterly different places on the |Ine that yet
another fan feels Is aiready far foo long. §§

MIKE SHOEMAKER -- 2123 Early St., Alexandria, VA
22302. July 21, 1985

Thanks for continuing to send me ETTLE -- I do read
them with interest -- even though I haven't locced

the first 3. The trouble is, if I may quote from a
LoC to Dave Locke; "I'm in great sympathy with you...
but if I said what I really thought, I'd be afraid of
being l’able for Iibel.” Also, since I have no inter-
est in TAYT por se, there is even less reason to com-
menit, My interest in EITLE has stemmed strictly from
the observation of character.

Increasing fragmentation and specialization is charac-
teristic of contemporary culture in general, so it's
not surprising to see it in fandom. It's inmevitable
and probably desirable given the burgeoning fammish
population. I am much in agreement with Brian Farl
Brown's comments on conventions and with most of Dave
Yoder's letter. 1 loved your comment about not expec-
ting anorchestraat a con or camping equipment in the
huckster room, because, obviously, both examples are
of interests that are close to my heart. But remem-
ber tiow Discon II opened the comvention with the Alex-
andria Bagpipe and Drum Corps? It was wild and weird,
but I remember that a lot of fams complained 'what
does that have to do with science fiction?'

As you knoow, I've never been a con fan. I don't even
go to Disclave anymore. I've skipped the last two be-
cause none of my old friends come anymore -- Mike
Wood is dead, wost of the old N.Y. fans moved west,
the Canadians don't come down anymore, Ned Brooks
goes to another con which switched its date. Even
before I stopped going, however, the decline of the
huckster rooms was appalling. You know, huckster
rooms used to be places where fans -- not profession-
al booksellers for the most part -- sold used books,



duplicates, or things they no longer wanted, at rea-
sonable, or even bargain, prices. It used to be a
great place to meet people and talk books -- my favor-
ite place at a con.. The last time I went (83 Dis-
clave) there were about 3 tables with used paperbacks
and hardcovers, one table with outrageously priced
rarities, half a dozen professional booksellers (god-
damned virtual franchises from big retail stores)
selling new stuff at retail prices, and the rest of
the room was filled with armorers, trinket sellers,
rug merchants, etc. The place was a joke. It's not
even possible anymore for a casual fannish dealer to
get a table, for the full-time professionals drive up
the prices. Moreover, it appears that huckster rooms
are now sold out in advance, even before convention
flyers are circulated.

I've always appreciated the Disclave film programs
enommously. A film program does not necessarily have
to attract hordes of media fans. The trick is to pre-
sent a completely esoteric program. This is what
film buff Kim Weston did for years at Disclave, and
it was great! But the powers that be finally reliev-
ed him of the position because of the grumbling from
the media fans ("Beautxand the Beast --duh. What's
dat...a monster movie?")

Since I've published just 14 issues of THE SHADOW-
LINE in the last 10 years, I think I should address
Brian Earl Brown's question "if they're small and
still infrequent, what's the point to them?"' The
point is the present something of interest to & select
audience, a worthvhile goal however infrequent the
schedule. The point is not to make a mark on "fan
dom'’, to reach a wide audience, to be timely, or any
of t:he other usual goals associated with fanzines,
which are all too often filled with trivial chatter
and padding. For a long time now my guiding light
has been a splendid quote from Epicurus: "I am writ-
ing this ot for the eyes of the many, but for yours
alone: for each of us is audience enough for the
other." Such an attitude is well-suited to coping
with the modern expansion-and fragmentation of fandom.
The trick is to find a comfortable niche -- a circle
of friends with like interests -- and to hell with
the rest of fandom. This does not necessarily lead
to stagnation in a fanzine. I've always had a circu-
lation of about 70. I get a few new requests every
year. I always honor them and send along a mote ex-
plaining that if the zine is of little interest to
please tell me to drop them -- no hard feelings,
since 1 don't expect nor want everyone's approval. I
can't afford deadwood in the form of uninterested
readers. Some new readers stay on and some disap-
pear. Since I occasionaly drop an old reader or two,
the circulation remains stable while very gradually

changing its composition.
§ | have fond memories of that +hr1tling opening to

DISCON 11's masquerade, and wondered at fhg time ’
about the complaints that there was no SF/F content

in a bagpipe band. They were belng used to set a
tevel of excltement In an audlence which was to

view some spectacular and innovative costumes done
by fans. Thelr appéarance brought nearly the en-
+ire audlence to their feet In cheering, and set
virtually every pulse apounding. Since It wasn't

a scheduled progrem item, merely a diverting intro-
duction to one—-which had more than enough SF/F
content in itself-~that served Its purpose weil, |
thought the complaints were out of linre. The whole
thing only lasted 15 or twenty minutes, and delight-
ed far more fans than I+ annoyed. 1% What | saw BEB
as reterring to were zines which attempt to {111

the niche of a genzine, substituting frequency for
slze; not zlnes which have always been smalt and In-
frequent. There are audlences for spectallzed in-
terests which fllt around the edgesof SF/F. Your
more-or—-less scholartly attitudes about fiims and
|iterature are shared by a sufficlent number of
other fans to make TSL a viable zlne desplte Its
tnfrequent schedule. The materla!l In its pages
doesn't 'date’, as say the matertial in ETILE would.
1t's a bit tike the relationship between THE WILSON
QUARTERLY and, say, TIME MAGAZINE. The former Is
deep and sedate, the latter tfast-paced and frothy,
though each will publish exceptions to thelir usual
fare. There are readers enough to satlsty the pub-
IIshers of both--they may ‘even share some of the
same readership--and enough variation In avallable
material to satisy the readers; assuming you've
patience enough to look. 1% | don't share your attl-
Yude toward the ‘rest of fandom'. Hhlle we each
find our own niche, or niches, within the larger
group, to sit back and say "to hell with the rest®
seems a mite contempuous. My own view is mare along
the lines of; "You go your way and ('{] go mine—-
but 1'm keeping @ wery eye out lest your way advers-
ly affect mine." §§

MILT STEVENS -- 7234 Capps Avenue, Reseda, Q 91335.
August 24, 1985

In the discussion of fanzine ensmallment in ETTLE
FOUR, it would seem that apas are an almost ideal so-
lution. If you join three apas, you can be in con~
tact with a hundred people with far less work and ex-
pense than a compaxable genzine would take. That may
explain why there are ten times as many apa fans as
there were in the Forties while there may be only
three times as many genzine fans.

The fact that they are so much easier undoubtedly ex-
plains their larger growth. After all, the inability
to string three coherent paragraphs together isn't as
much of a disadvantage in apas as it would be in gen-
zine fandom. In some apas, particularly local apas,
this encourages downright sloppiness. Or at least,
that's what I'd call circulating a hand-written, dit-
toed- publication of any sort. Local apas have been
having an impact as indicated by the Hugo nominations
of Tom Digby. Tom Digby is a clever writer who has
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c1rculated alnmt all of his material in local apas.

I've never thought much about the division between
fanzine fans and convention fans. I suppose that in
cities with Large clubs the two groups tend to get
together more. However, the media fans are a differ-
ent matter entirely. Apparently they also have fan-
zine fans and convention fans amongst their faceless

I've sometimes wondered how much inactivity it would
take to have your fanzine fan credentials revoked. It
seem to be somed'ting 1ik°beinganAIDSv1ctim or a
commmist; once you've done it you're stuck with it.
But are people like Forrie Ackerman, Ed Wood, and Har-
lan Ellison still fanzine fans in some respect? Do
you suppose they've found a cure for it? -

Thinld.ng about the divisions in fandom, it just occur-

red to me that in LASFS all of the fanzine fans are

. card players but none of .them are FRP gamers.: There
are more FRP gamers in LASFS at the moment than there
are card players. I suppose that since both fanzine
fanac and FRP gaming can bte very time consuming they
tend to become mutually exclusive. Or it might be
that you can gossip while playing cards. but not while
FRP gaming. Another apparent linking of interests
seems to be that the computer types tend to be sercon
reader-collectors. It might be interesting to do a
statistical analysis of fandom to see which interests
tend to link together. Then you could z:2lly tailor
conventions with a lot more precision.

§ Apas certainly have thelr place In fandom, and as
Is the case with any form of fanac, they have thelr
strengths and their weasknesses. The cxistence of
deadl ines alds many a faned (me included), and the
iimitetion of membership.alds In expenses Incurred
(although- many apazines go out to more readers than
Just the apa roster would Indlcate). |t seems that
the more trequent an apa Is, the more 'sloppy' Its
contributions can get. But even so, there are well-
planned, well-executed spazines that would stand up

_to any criterla, save circulation, used for genzines.:

There are sloppily done genzines as well. For the
~ fan who's main ailm In dolng a zlne Is communication,
apas seem to be ldeal In virtuaily every respect,
but they do tend to encourage a certalin Inbred tone

to them, because the faned Is essentlally addressing

the same audlence each Issue. A genzine, on the
other hand, has to go out and ssek ar audlence of
I+s- own, ‘and ‘depend on that audience for Input. ¥4
Compared to most m~*-~=~=!Itnq areas, Cincinnatl
fandom.1s smal} (but then Cincy Isn't a particularly
large metropollitan area). 1'd guess half of the 30
or 40 locals play some sort of card games~-Poker and
Euchre belng the most prevalent. There are perhaps
only a quarter of that number who play FRP games,
“and 1 only know one of those who is also‘lnvol?ed
in tanzines (he also plays cards, though not as of-
ten es FRP games). A.bit less than halt the card

4.

players elther are involved with fanzines or were
tn the past (I ‘count as involvement the producing
‘of, contributing to, or reading of with oral feed-
back).With that one bxcep?lon;;fhe FRPers couldn't
care less about fanzines. As for computer enthus!-
asts; there aren't enough of them in Cincy to drew
ar.» conclusions from, although of the few who do
have computers, or use them In thelr work, all ere

- heavy readers and collectors. Only one of them Is
what 1'd conslder as a 'hacker', and he's also @
computer englineer, so perhaps that lapelilsn't
really valld. He also Is a sometime card player, so
the dIstinctions begin 1o get confused. §§

ERIC LINDSAY -~ G/O P.O. Box 42, Lyrmeham, ACT 2602
AUSTRALIA. July 24, 1965 °

Thanks for ETTLE FOUR. Your dispassionate historical
approach seems sensible to me (that is, I tend to
agree). I suspect you are correct in saying that fans

" remain neos for up to five' years now (although it ob-

viously depends more than a little on the talent or
energy the person brings to fandom, and, as you say,
on the discrimination of the people doing the accept-
ing of the new fan).

I've mentioned in locs to others that I suspect that

‘much of the TAFF feuding occurred because of a gener-
" al lack of comumication between various mutually ex-

clusive groups of fans, including UK fanzine fandom
and Midwest convention fandom. The ‘barbarian’ temm
seems more than appropriate; after all, I gather it
was orig’-lly applied by the Greeks, who meant by it
anyone who didn't speak their own language.

' Whatever happened to Ruth Berman? I seem to recall

some interesting material from her. (Entirely aside
from Robert Bloch opening Torcon with Trekkie insults
++.00pS, N0, come to think of it, he said "Ladies,
Gentlemen, and Cana ' then. Must have been some
other con...)

I'm painfully aware that Harry Warner Jr. is having
trouble with reading reduced type fanzines, such as
I always produce (for reasons of costs). I must see
if I can do a full-size print out for Harry in the
future (after all, sooner or later I'll run out of
Rotsler cartoons avowing that I'm in a mess because
I don't have a Warner loc in a particular issue).

I'm sure that Brian Earl Brown is correct in assert-
ing that fanzine fandom (especially in the USA) has
shrunk. Even given my not-very-active status these
days, 1'm sure there were once many more fanzines,
even generally and not restricted to US ones. I won-
der how much of this is economics. 1 seem to recall
having much larger mailing lists myself in the past,
and even my present 350 is managed only by rumingmy
zine through various apas, and also because Jean [We-
ber] subsidises it by letting me run mine with hers -

. for mailing; so I only have to send out perhaps 75 or

go at full postage costs. :
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I agree about Worldcon 'fées, I'd rather spend the
money on mimeo supplies, especially as most aspects

2+ of the Worldcon are increasingly remote from my own

interests .

§ Faneds who use computers to produce thelr zldes,
and:those who type out thelr matertal in a Pica
typeface, to shoot down to a smaller size, could
accommodate those fans, |ike Harry, with failing -
eyesight by sending such fen large-type editions
of their zines. Those who work directly on master,
mimeo or ditto, however, have a Problem. While |
view with sympathy the struggles some fen go through
”ln order to read smell print (my eyes aln't what

they were, elther), there's not much | can do about

ft. Retypling an entire fanzine In Plca Is fer more

work than I'm willing to do. Perheps 1f | had ac-
' cess to an enlarging photocopier.... 91 While I,

too, suspect that the number of genzines has drop-

- ped tn recent times, 1 wouldn't be surprised If

there were.aéfually_ggsg fanzlnes than ever being
produced. - The difficuity Is that many zlnes are
sent to such a small readershlp that there’s no
way they cen become 'known'. Too many segments of
fandom operate only within their own clrcles and
are never heard of beyond those circles. 17 Mimeo
supplles are the least of my fanzine expenses. |
can purchase enough supplies for under $100 to go
for a year; It costs almost the same simply to mall
out one Issue. The Imbalance between production
costs and distribution costs, If continued in the
same direction it's been goling, will make fanzines
a Rich Fans Hobby. . Alas. §§

ROBERT BLOCH -- 2111 Sunset Crest Drive, Los Angeles,
CA 90046. - June 25, 1985

Just back from a GoH stint at a con in Milwaukee, but
before I climb the mountain of mail waiting for me
here I must thank you for ETTLE FOUR. Enjoyed your
editorial essay on fan-feuding, which has many per-
ceptive points. Ruth Berman's 1974 piece was new to
me -- just hope that since then she has developed a
sense of humor, for her own sake. There were a lot
of STAR TREX fans at this con, 11 years later: 1 did
a one-hour interview on the program, a lot of it fo-
cussing on STAR TREK, and used the term ''Trekkies"
meny times without being lynched; they knew I was
joking, mot jabbing. Oversensitivity inspired over-
reaction, which sometimes leads to overkill. That's
a fan-feud problem too, but time tends to mellow us
all, thank heaven. '

§ Ruth has, and always has had, & sense of humor; but
she was. addressing a metter —— fannish discrimlina-
+ion == that she did not find funny In the least.
That 1974 plece was written in response to the per-

- vaslveness of using "Trekkie"™ as a put-down for
anyone who showed interest In the TV serles. Back

~then, picking on Trekkies was the Thing To Do, much
as picking on "Medlafen" (or medidiots, as |'ve
heard them referred to) is chfenT!y‘accepfable In-

certaln fannish circles (1f not actually encouraged).
In the mid~70s, even within STrekdom ltself, there

" were attempts to differentuate between the Screamlhg-
Miml teeny-boppers and the more seriously Incllined,
and generally more adult, fans. "Trekkles" were the
shrlckers; "Trekkers" were the more sedete ones. But
since fandom at large chose "trekkle” as the term—of-

" cholice to descrlbelggl ST fan, the struggle switched
to simply make that term more acceptable, less In-
sul+ing. it hes lost a lot of the disapprobation I+
used to carry, and | wouldn't be surprised If the
same thing doesn't happen with Medlafan in the future.
Famllterlty doesn't always breed contempt; sometimes
it brings toleration. Remember when saylng "Colored"
was belng polite and using "Black" was an lnsult? 99
| had to chuckle while | was retyping Ruth's article
and reached the part about the lack of egoboo having,
driven Trek-inspired material out of costume batls
and art shows. 1t%s obvious Ruth was not omnisclent
on that point (though it Is one prediction | would .
not have minded coming to pass). §§

ROBERT LICHTMAN -- P.O. Box 30, Glen Ellen, CA 95442.
July 12, 1985

With your movement away from discussion only of TAFF,
EITLE's becoming a more interesting and engaging fan-
zine. Like you say in the back pages of #3, my inter-
est in fandom, too, has been in the area of inter-
action, whether on paper or in person. Unlike you, I
came into fandom furing a period of intense ‘'fammish-
ness'' in the late ‘50s, the first fanzines I saw were
farmish fanzines, and I retain a strong interest in
that aspect of fandom, though not to the exclusion of
others. (I did my share of letterhacking to KIPPLE
and HABAKIIK in their day, for instance.)

I think it is quite natural that entrants into the fen-

nish arena since the '60s have tended to come via non-

. print sources, such as Star Trek. Since many fans tend

to enter fandom during their teen years or at least
their 30's, it is easy to see how it took until the
late '60s or into the '70s for this sort of new fan to
gain predominance. I believe it has much to do with
the advent, and overvhelming invasion into America's
everyday life, of television. Generally available
commercial television started in many major metropol-
itan areas around 1947, and it would be safe to say

(I think) that for many children bom shortly before
or (especially) after that date, it more or less re-
placed print mediums as a primary source of information
input about the world around one. We now have people
in fandom who were bomm wholly in the TV Age, and it
shows in the composition and interests of the "younger"
fans.

A lot of this shift away occurred during the years I
was not involved with fandom and I leave it to others

to chronicle just how and when it all went down, but
speaking for myself, I was reactivated into fandom by
the appearance of PONG in 1980, a year which also marked
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ny aeparmre from the nearly ten years of lifé at The
Fam, a countercultural community in Tenhessee, and
return to California. I didn't receive PONG directly
syself at first, but read Paul Williams' copies as
they showed up. PONG was so obviously and directly a
rebirth, for me, of the sort of fammish fanzines I'd
liked in my previous incamation that it sucked me
back in. I think I was not the only one so lured back
into fandom, and the comment you make on page 5 of #4
("'Some of the quiescent, or semi-gafiated, older fans
were urged to return to full fancc, and many of those.

so approached responded’') may slightly miss the mark. .

I think many of "us" were enticed back by the appear-
ance of PONG. So you can blame Ted White, as usual.

It was interesting to read Terry Jeceves, Brian Earl
Brown, Eric Mayer, and George Lackowski, as well as
yourself --faneds all -- commenting on your circula-
tions and the problems and intricecies of sorting out
: who to send your fanzine to. Like Brian, I have a
Bulk Permit (actually I share it with the Philip K.
Dick Society Newsletter end Eniwhistle Books) and 1
find it difficult to come up with 200 US fans to send
TRAP DOOR to. What I do is address the excess copies
needed to make up. 200 to myself, then xelabel.them
for overseas. On TD 74, I wac able to come up with:
165 US names, and so even at the new increased Bulk.
rate I figure that the cost per copy of the US copies
was about 15%¢. Much better than the 39%¢ which is
what it would be by "regular' mail. My print run is
250 and I send over 50 copies to UK eddresses. It
costs me more for postage overall than it does to _
print the fanzine itself (I have access to irexpensive
copying). If fanzine fandom had grown to hundreds,
even thousands, of people, I still would probably at-
tempt to restrict my circulation cut of sheer econom-
ics. I guess you could cell this elitiem; I call it
"just a goddam hobby"'.

.I think it' s unfortumate that fandom has diversified
in interests and attitudes to the extent that it has,
but as many of your writcrs point cut, it was inevit-
able. Far be it for me to condem whole groups of
fans because they aren't fanzine fars, but on the =
other hand, one only has so much time and energy to
devote to a hobby, and there comes a need to draw a

_line somewhere. At conventions I tend to socialize
with other fanzine fans, theresfore, because there are
enough of them around that this takes up 2ll my time.
It's not that I wouldn't like to meet oiher fans, but
they, too, are wrapped up in socializing with their
own little (or large) group ard it just doesn't hap-
pen. Other than the fact that some conventions seem
really large, which is a little bit of a drag from a
sheer crowdedness standpoint, it doesn't really both-
er me ‘st much if these diverse grcups exist, except
that it has made Worldcons impossible to afford.

At LAcon I took time out one evening to go to the -
ElfQuest party that was held there to celebrate the
conclusion of twenty issues of ELFQUEST comics. One
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of the people 1 had as a passenger in my car on the way

dovn was an ElfQuest fan from Glen Ellen. She was
there and I wanted to see what it was like. It cer-
tainly was different from famnish fandom, and yet,
there was a conviviality and oneness there that was
just like...fandom.

I don't.go to that meny conventions at all, actually;
and I've never been to a convention held outside Cali-

fornia. Most of this is economic -- I simply have nev-

er been able to afford the cost of transportation to
get to a far-off convention. But a lot of it is that
I prefer to spend my hobby money on publishing fan-
zines, and so that is what I do. So vhile at this
point I would dearly love to go to QURFLU in Falls
Church next year, and even to Britain in '87, it i.s a
fantasy for me now.

I have to applaud your closing sentence, about Reality,

in closing myself. I've been more or less enjoying
ETTLE, though sometimes your opinions have been some-
vhat abrasive to me; but then, that's just part of .
fandom.

§ The appeai‘ance of TV 1n the neighborhood where |
was ralsed (a suburb Just South of Chicago) brought
drametic changes. For one thing, the sense of "Fam-

. 1iy" that had beeh so pervaslve dissppesred as more
and more family unlts retreated to their own homes

~ . In the evenings rather then contlnuing the practice

of 'droppling In* for a night of conversation or card
playing or whatever. When the first TV sets were
bought, it didn't look ITke it was going to work out
that way —— TV viewing was a Group Activity ‘then.

(1 can stll! recall mild-mannered, sweet Mrs. 0'Brien

finally rebelting and Insisting that 1f a dozen or
so friends were golng to come over each and every
night to see thelr TV, then they darned well better
‘start providing their own refreshments or her own
tamlly would go bankrupt.) Many of the eeriy TV

shows, being direct adapfa*lons of radlo hlfs of fha*

era, dlsappointed me. | preferred using my own pov-
ers of visualization and grumped as more and more
" of my favorlte Ilsfenlng material dlsappeared from

the radlo dial and vere conver'l'ed into someone else! s
I+ wasn't untll pro~

cz=ncept on the television tube.
grams +ha} were uniquely devetoped for the televised
medium b.gan to appear that | began to enjoy TV. (i
believe it was the TODAY show, with Dave Garroway,

" that {irst attracted my |iking.)
uved to read books, magazines, and ﬁewspapers. and do
so to this very day. When you pause to conslider the
many ways TV has so strongly impacted our culture,
it almost seems miraculous thet anyone under the age
of, oh say 40 or so, reads at all. 371 Though my
first contact with fandom was brought about through
my Interest In a TV show, my primary Interest, even
then, was in written SF. As | was also older than

" most neos--29 at the time~-1 found fanzines far more
attractive as a hobby, or aspect ot a hobby, than
anything else~~even In STrekdom. When | came across

Even so, | confln-;



SF tanzines | thought that mankind could cease Its
striving for Pertection, for here it was. Well, no,
| didn*t ?hlnk.lggihhlghly ot fanzines; though 1t did
come rather close. A year or so later | attended my
first convention, and those were pretty nifty ldeas,
too. Ali hope was lost, and |'ve been hooked on fan-
dom ever since. To go from working on a Save Star
Trek committee, to doing & SF fanzline, to helping out
convention reglstration tables, to ' joining® a local
fan 'club®~—coming to the realization one day that
gll’one'sAfrlends were fans--may seem |lke pretty much
the same sort of thing to a mundene observer, but
certalnly didn't seem that way to me. | was moving In
a8 line from perlpheral Interests deeper Into ‘core’
Interests. Golng from an entertalnment fo a way of
life. 99 There's littie doubt that PONG was the pri-
mary Impetus behind the re~emergence of the Sleeping
Fen who halled from the '50s and '60s. But groundwork
hed been done beforehand by relatlively newer fen--the
{tkes of Gary Fraber and JoeD Siclari and Patrick Hay-
den et al--whose Interaest in fan history fed to actlive
spading of tlelds long left fallow. The Old Names
were kept before the *public' eye, and In some cases
the old~Timers were contacted and corrospondences in-
Jtiated which nudged the veteren fan out of their som-
nolence and back into fanac. In a sense PONG was a
tangible sign ot that reawaskening, and It Inspired yet
other drowsing fans to return to full fanac. (For 1t
should be kept In mind that the fannish network emong
many of the older fen, though moribund, was stiil in-
“tact. PONG supplied the electrical jolt to Jar them
back Into life...) 99 What some view as Elitism, oth-
ers view as Finding One's Audlence, or Own Nliche.
The majority of feneds are forced to be restrictive
because of economic consliderations——a rich faned is
a rare beast Indeed--and no one expects anyone to even
attempt to relate to each and every Individual In fan-
dom, nor, for that matter, with each and every facet
of fandom. Whatever compllcations that may ensue be-
gln when the fans start to view their Audlence/Niche
as the center--if not entlrety=-of Fandom rather than
merely the center of what they are able or willing to
deal with. Whatever portion of fandom we Intersct
with Is only a portion, and It should be kept In mind
that there are equally talented, witty, charming,
sensitive, and |lkeable people whom we will never meet
thet are fans and conslider fandom as Home, or Famlly.
99 | gave up on large conventions some +ime ago. It's
only on rere occaslons that | attend one that draws
more than 300 or so attendees. Several cons | used
to enjoy have been dropped because they've grown too
large (end generally, too expensive as a result) but
smel ler cons have sprung up to take thelr place. The
growth ot the ‘ensmalled’ con Is not unlike the rise
In number of ‘ensmalled’ fanzines. More exlst now
than | can-.possible deal with, but I'm pieased as
punch that they are there. Like you, | don't begrudge
t+he existence of large cons--they're fun for those who
ke them—-and .| get enough news of what's going on in
the larger fan world through small con gossip and the

day.
ETTLE, William S Burroughs’ Exterminator}
records to return to the library (Berg's Wozzeck and

pected relationships.

neuszines. Smell cons make |ife easler on those who,
iike me, can't adjust to the crowding, noise, confu-
slon, and expense of conventions which iry to be All
Things to All Fen. But though | prefer them, 1*m
woell aware that they're certeinly not all there 15.§§

FRIC MAYER -- 1771 Ridge Road East, Rochester, NY

14622. July 10, 1985

I vas rereading ETTLE on the bus coming into work to-
I had quite an assortment of stuff with me --
, @ couple of

the original cast recording of the 1925 musical "0,

Lady Be Good" featuring Fred and Adele Astaire. And

that’s not counting what was in my briefcase. Bur-
roughs is fond of juxtapositions, of discovering unesx-
He cuts up text and rearranges
it and sometimes he cuts up experience and does the
same -- the name of a street just passed matches the

name of a murder victim in yesterday's newspaper.
Llife is made up of endl.ess such surprises; coinci-
dences.

So I reread Skel's letter (and, yes, I did chuckle
over Paul (Skel) Skelton) and he tells you he can't
understand why no one is mad at him about his TAFF
views, and I just yesterday replied to that same ques-

tion ds posed to me in a letter from him. I had said
to him, in effect; "It's because you are perceived by
the group that is pissed off as being a fan, one of
their family, I am not. Richard Bergeron is not.

Jackie Causgrove--god forbid--has been a convention

fan." And thus to your editorial, the drawing of
lines between fan groups as Fandom becomes TOO BIG.

Isn't that just an excuse, that business of fandom

being TOO BIG? As discussed in the loccol, everyone

draws his own lines, for various reasons, as regards
the number of fans he can or wants to reach. The rea-
sons may be financial, or have to do with shared in-
terests, or preferred duplicating methods. Why this
pretense that there must be some higher motive?

I certainly can't read every book ever published, or
listen to every piece of music ever composed: Does
this make me uneasy? Should I say; "Well, sf is the *~
only real literature and I can try to read all of
that." A proposition that won't work amymore... How
about ""Only hard science fiction is true literature
and I can read all of that, thereby satisfying my urge
to read all literature worth reading--being an author-
ity on all literature worth reading, incicdentally."

Therefore I do not read William S Bun’oughs (or' Edgar
Rice...) or E.B. White, or....

Of course we don't approach most _things this way. I
read whatever comes to hand and strikes me as inter-
esting. I listen to Berg and Gerslwin and The Kinks
and Hank Williams and Joln Lemmon. So what if these
things cammot be reconciled into some system, some
School of Listening? I generally despise country mu-
sic, yet if I arbitrarily exclude from my listening I
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wouldn't listen to Hank Williams, one of my favorite.
performers. (And didn't you mention somewhere that you
found it difficult to discuss your musical tastes, ec-
lectic as they were...?)

Yet we see fans, as you describe in your editorial, .
doing just this--limiting themselves to cliques, clos-
ing off lines of possible interest. At its best, Fan-
dom is a smorgasbord of fascinating people, with diver-
gent backgrounds and interests, most of whom would not
nm into one another in the ordinary course of events.
But increasingly, it seems, fans are turning their
backs on this aspect. As you point out, different
groups are not even aware of each other. Today, a fan
entering fandom 1s much more likely than in the past to
find himself in a homogenecus group of pecple sharing
not only similar tastes in femac, but simllar life-

-styles--and I think this is a shame.

It strikes me that today even that bit of fandan that

_has styled itself “fanzine fandom'' is splintering. The

brouhaha over TAFF has not caused the split but merely
revealed it as those on one side lined up against those
on the other side. Oh, we were functioning OK together
so long as no one rocked the boat; the trufen were tol-
erant enough. But--heh--when it comes right down to
the crunch, the trufem know who is “them’’ and who is
'.tls".

And you know what--it might be just your mailing list,

but I don't see many of "us" in ETTLE. We seem mostly
to be "thea'". ~ | |

Having been convicted by "us fandom" of negligent fail-
ure to attend conventions (something I will not be able
to soon rectify as Taral reports that Torque 5 and my
Goliing there are dead) and gross lack of adherence to
TAFF party lines, it is mice to know that mundanes put
out fanzines also! As you explain very well, the
cliques look for finer and finer sieves with which to
pan for fans. Now we have to take a loyalty test,
practically, to prove we're politically correct.

For my own part, if I can only interact with X number
of fans--why shouldn't I choose that mumber from all
fans, rather than choosing a presorted group of X num-
bex? Fendom is TOO BIG only if you feel you have to.
encompass all of it. Andwhyshouldanyonefeelthat
vay?

§ The phrase TOO BIG was used because Fandom simply Is
too. large for any one person to fully know or ln‘l'er-
act with——unllke days of yore when a truly dedlcated
actifan could at least keep tabs on the full range
ot fannish activities and personalities. True, even
back In thgse ”
about which area of fanac to devote the bulk of one's
all-'too-preclous ‘spare time/energy/cash, with which
group of fans one assoclated with, to whom.one sent
or trom whom one recelved fanzines or materfal to be ’
published. We each elect to become fans, we elect
which portion of fandom to focus on. My choice was
fenzines, srall conventions, correspondence, and an'
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" -ntimes, people st1ll made Cholces

apa or two as my activities. Though all my friends
ere fans, not all those areas interest all of them,
and some of thelr chosen activities don't interest
me. | suppose If there's any |ine of demarcation,
in common among them all, It+'s that they all read SF
or Fantasy...at least that comes the closest to be—
. ing. Thé £14% & Ihé Besst a shared tralt. They all
have a varliety ot interests, within and without fan-
dom, ‘and nefther | nor they fnsist that any of them
be accepted by anyobe else. But of atl fhe'equally
sultable people in fandom today, my 'circle’ Is only
a small portion. When fandom was smeller, thet num—
ber might well have been virtually all there were who
tit into ry parasmeters of 'friendship material’..
pne alwayé had to choose amongst fans «}:oi one was
going to Interact with, but the choosing Is far more
difflicult. nowdays...because fandom Is TOO BIG. {t's
not a "higher motive®, 11's the basic motive. 91 1've
always almed for @ 'mix' In my mailing ists. The
tirst Issue of my first zine was sent to a group that
Included old—time fen, new fen, convention fen, and
fannish friends. That *formula® hasn't changed yet.
The Loccol reflects who sends in teedback, but not
who the zine Is sent t0¢ses §§

§885688556588555585055889558835088586888848

We interrupt this section of ETTLE to present
the following. Please be patient, the LoCcol
will resume shortly...

In reference to Paul Skelton's letter earlier in this
issue, I just received the following commmnication

fram Richard Bergeron; to quote: "If you feel that you
must publish Skel's remark that material has been with-
drawn frr publication from WARHOON, I'd appreciate your
correcting that statement. NOTHING has been withdrawn
fran WARHOON or WIZ. In fact, I have a colum by [one
of the names not in Skel's letter, but which has been
mentioned by others as having withdrawn materiall on

. hand vhich he leaves to my discretion to publish or not

and in it expresses his willingness to go on writing
for WIZ. All of this is so fucking tedious—not the
concept of people willing to write for WRHN "or not",

,mtpeoplenalmmgupthesestatenentswhldmaremﬂmt

foundation. [Encugh fans] have filled the public rec-
ord with sufficient false statements without [another)
addition!" (P.O. Box 5089, Old San Juan, PR 00905,
Sept. 16, 1985)

We now return to the LoCcol, still in prog;
re8S.oc.o
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GEORGE "LAN" LASKOWSKL -- 55 Valley Vay, Bloonfield
o Hills, MI 48013. June 28,
1985

Hhen I started publishing my genzine, my understanding
was. that you found a lot of other people who responded
to other zines, mail them your zine, and hope they re-
sponded, and also gave away large mumbers of copies so
to build up circulation and get trades in return. A



price was put in the colophon for those who didn't
loc or had no zine to trade. Except for people like
Bowers and others who produced slick zines, no one I
knew actually charged money and actually expected to
make money on their publications, so I never really
had intentions of making money with LAN'S LANTERN.
(Well, I had hoped to get back some money on publish-
ing the three special issues on Williamson, Simek,
and Norton, but that never materialized.) I thought
- fans always just traded or used locs as currency”; I
* didn't know that faneds, even back when fanzines
started, intended to "sell their efforts" as you
wrote. I considered those fans rather mercenary, as
opposed to those who were in fandom as a hobby/wcy of
life. I guess those who first told me about fanzines
relayed erroneous information,

For myself, I would say that inside a year I was con-
sidered a long-time fan. Becoming active in fanzines,
apazines, making long-distance calls to fans, writing
locs, attending lots of conventions, and associating
with new as well as long-time fens had something to
do with it I'm sure. Becoming acquainted with you,
and spending time in the CFG suite at my first M 00N
certainly helped too. T got to xnow a lot of fans
very quickly, and was not afraid to approach people.

However, I do sz2 the.dangers of the too-fast influx
of people who get into fandom. The fragmentation and
specialized interest groups have definitely caused
problems, in some cases rather extreme ones. Consider
Wendy Counsil’s letter. I have generally skipped that
particular program item at CONFUSION the past few
years. I have found it beyond the point of being sil-
ly to being boring. Previous fan GoHs- introducing the
ones that followed them (with stbstitutions for those
who couldn't be there) lost my interest after my
fourth QONFUSION. This year a filker and Star Trek
fan is the Gol, and she knows none of the others who
came through fanzines and regular SF conventioms.

Yet an opportunity was lost here. Had the concom in-
formed Julia of the structure of the panel, this would
have been a great time for a cross-cver of some of
those splintered groups. As for the otmoxious fan
(yes, I know him, and he ‘can be a decent person at
times), his claim to fandon is exclusively conven-
tions; I don't remember seeing any letters, let alone
an apazine or fanzine, published by him. Wenrdy made
a good point about how the prcceedings might o per-
ceived by a neofan. Putting myself in such a posi-
tion, I would rather have joined Julia and what she-
represented, than the heckler. Besides being pret-
tier, she also represented the tolerance that I have -
associated with most fans. So what if she's a filker
and a Trekkie; Julia is a fan with an interest in SF,
and has the extraordinary ability to tell funny stor-
ies, much in the vein of fammish writirg (which Brian
Earl Brown has praised so much in the past).

But to get down to a definition of fandom--maybe, as
you say, those who invented it, or were around when

it was invented, could come up with a good one. Like
Bob Tucker; or Harry Warner, Jr., or Foward DeVore.
Then again those people are kind and gentle and géner-
ally accepting of fans of all kinds. They probably
would come up with the general sort of criteria you've
listed.

As for types of cons, I, like you and Terry Jeeves,
prefer the smaller ones where most people know each
other, and the conversations range far and wide among
all sorts of topics, from the general to the very per-
sonal; fammish stories from the past and from recent
events are told and retold. Little cons like OCTOQON
and SPACEOON {(and our recent WAPAKON) are a joy because
farmish history is passed down one way or another. If
only we could get Tucker to one of them!

Back to fanzines. I've just cut my circulation back te
under 500. It is not easy to publish a 50+ page zine
a couple of times a year and mail it out. It is fin-
ancially draining, and time-consuming. But I enjoy «
doing it. However, as costs keep rising, I am consid-
ering cutting back more. I hate to do that, because 1
like staying in contact with lots of people, but I do
have other things and people to comsider than myself
now. Of course, Brian Earl Brown and Eric Mayer do
have a point about the ensmalled zine: smaller zines
can be put out more frequently and maybe circulated
more widely (cheaper postage costs). But I feel some
sort of desire/obligation to publish articles that
people normally would not get a chamce to see, and try
to get them into as many hands as possible. And so I
will probably continue to put together monsterzines,
and hope to win the Publisher's Clearing House Sweep~
stakes. ! ’

§ Hhoever descrlbed the way fanzines were clrculsted
(+rados, LoCs, contributions, etc.} wes belng accu-
rete for thls day and age. But current custom evoiv-
ed from past practlice. In the '30s and '40s, the
fanzines were attempting to Iimitate the prozines (a
falrly high percentage of them were even typeset, and
looked more llke & so-called ‘Little Magazine® than ‘
a tanzlne of current times). They charged for thelr
ztnes because that was what the prozines did--and |
gather there was a blt of ego Involved as wells If
you didn't think enough of your work to ask a price
for 1+, then maybe you considered it valueless. A
free zine, to people with that attitude, was most
Iikely worth exactly what it cost--nothing. Bit by’
bit, with time, habits changed, and now It's unusual
to find a faned who doesn't distribute most of his/
her zines for free. Those early faneds weren't be-

" 'Ing "mercenary", they were following (setting, actu-
ally) Established Standards. Even today there are
‘exceptions to the general rule--some faneds don't

' glve;freebles for LoCs, published or not, others do

_ not trads All-For-All, but only lssue-For-lssue.

' Those afe carry-overs from those by-gone days before
It came to be accepted that a zine was the editor's
hobby, and he or she was expected to bear all the
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expenses Involved. {After all, why should a fan be
expected to pay for another fan's amusement?) HNow-
days 1t%s accepted that certaln types of zlnes—
let’s call them *Servicezines'--are more of a chore
for the edltor than play. Newszlnes, clubzines,
even the fanzline—|lke progress reports some of the
large conventions publish are being done for the
benefit of the reader, not the editor, and most fen
are prepared to pay for them. As with most things
In fandom, there 1s no clear—cuv, cast-lIn-concrete,
one-and-oniy~one way to handle dIstributlon of one's
zine« 19 Most fans come Into fandom as teenagers.
You and | were exceptlons to that, and | suspect
that had a ot to do with our relatlively quick ac-
ceptance. MNewer teen—aged fans would also assume
that an older person had been around for a long
time-—1 recall belng asked guestions about events
that had occurred decedes before my entrance Into
tandom by young neos—-and | generally knew about
the events because of my fennish mentors. Folks
I1ke Buck Coulson, Tucker, Gordie Dickson, Martha
Beck, Jonl Stopa, et al, passed on the fennish lore
they knew, and that wes, In turn, passed along by
those they indoctrinated. There are conventions
that took place when | was still a toddler that |
practically feel | had attended, 1've heard so many
tales about them. By legs still ache from the
stalr—climbing at Chicon |, and my arms stll| bear
the welts from the mosquito bltes gotten at Beast-
ly's-On~-The-Bayou, slte of the first Mldwestcons.
Heren't you there, too? 91 | agree an opportunity
was lost at This year's CONFUSION. 1+ would have
been nice to have a sort of roundtable discusslion
about the varying perceptlons of fandom and fanac
of the previous and current GoHs. (And | also ad-
mit+ that the GoH panel performance was getting a
bit tedious-—problem was, no one came up with a
concrete solution for the situation. 1+ was sug~
gested that we each glve a Iittle speech, or say
something besides an Introduction for the next in
ITne, but that would have consumed so much tIme
that the GoH wouldn®t have had more than & minute
or two to get his/her remarks In.) However, it's
pointless discussing what might have beens.o... §§

WALT WILLIS -- 32 Warren Road, Donaghadee, FORTHERN
JRELAND BT21 OPD. August 15, 1985

Your view of fardom was strange to me in some ways,

as no coubt mine would be to you...perhaps there are
as many views as there are fans...but I wholeheartediy
agreed with your concluding remarks. They seemed per-
ceptive and wise, especially the point that fans tend
to be so taken with clever tums of phrase that they
overlook their potentialities for hurt. I shink this
is the besetting sin of fanzine fans, and it is one
that I have been struggling against all my life with
indifferent success, ever since; when about the age
of 15, I made my little sister cry, to my astonished
horror. It seems to me that you are trying to do

10.

what I tried in “'As Others See Us" in 1959, except
that it's ali got more compiex gince then. It's a
thankless task, but well worth trying and I wish you
well.

§ You reallze that your comment drove me to go to
the bookshelf to look up that article In WARHOON
28. Fascinating readlng--would you be willing fo
let me reprint it next Issue? The conversational
gamblt you employed--one ®speaker' pro and cne con
on the Issue belng discussed (fanzine tans vs con-
ventlon fans)--was clever and effective, and the
points brought out are still relevant In today's
fandom. (Yes, It may be more complex, but | feel
It's far more a matter of degree than kind.) 91
In thelr attempts to achieve a more spontanecus
tone to their writing, many fanwriters set down
thelr words Informally, as they would say them In
conversation. Now, there are always times when a
flip comment wlil be made about someone else, not
present during a conversation. Something perhaps
funny, but cutting, and words which never would be
uttered if that person werepresent. Too many fan—
wrlters seem to forget that when they set such
things down on paper, In print, I+ Is as good as
saylng them to another's face. Though a faned
selects to whom hls/her zine will be sent, those
are not golng to be the only ones who wlii ever
read it. Some puns, some snappy turns of phrase,
some witty observatlons, are much better left In
the domaln of in-person fanac. They have no busi-
ness belng set on a page where harm can result. §§

AL CURRY -~ 4 Galtrim Road, Bray, County Wicklow,
IREIAND. August 6, 1985

Sorry for taking so long to respond to ETILE FOUR.
As you know, things have been a bit hectic since Mid-
wimpycon. But that's been over a month...I've nm
out of excuses...so it's time to get back to work.

[Informational note: Al and his wife, Lyn
Loughlin, moved to Ireland, leaving the
last day of Midwestcon. Though they love
the Emerald Isle, they are returning some-
time in October or November because things
just weren't working out there....]

While some might look upon your six-poge dissertation
on our group's psychohistory as being "MORE THAN YOU
EVER WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT FANDOM AND WOULD NEVER HAVE
THOUGHT OF ASKING", I would like to congratulate you
on uhat seems to be a well-reseaxched, well-plammed,
and well-written piece of work. I certainly could:
not have done the same job.

It brought out a great mumber of important points.
Have you ever found yourself in the position where a
thought or idea glimmers there, then slips away to
hide in the back of your head until someone whose
head is a bit more orderly puts it out in biack and
white for you? Well, lady, that is why I especially



appreciated your piece,

Fandom has always been somewhat confusing to me; the
fringees, the feuds, the factions. In most of the
skirmishes I've sat there trying to figure out what
all the fussing was about when everyone could have
been down at the bar. Admittedly, I got a bit involv-
ed in the most recent one, but that vas a situation
where I had a clear image of black hats and vhite
hats.

I suppose my problem is that I just don't fit into
Aristotle's convenient generalization. As far as I
can tell, I'm not a political animal at all. Mor can
I understand the need for political activity, for

power-broking, for proslet zing, etc. that go toward
making politicians and Baptist evangelists.

After carefully rereading your piece, one question
comes immediately to mind. After all the in-fighting,
the backstabbing, and assorted other bits of fun'n'
games that fandom is apparently heir to, how is it
that we've avoided a rass migration like lemmings
gafiating into the sea?

In some ways I have to agree with Ruth Bexrman's
thoughts. Labels have a tendency (just as does Ari-
stotle's ph11080?hy) of being too general in their
scope. Whether it's hippy, commie, trekkie, or what-
ever, the term has a tendercy to lump too many dis-
similar folks for the sake of the convenience of the
ones applying the label.

Of course, you still wouldn't want your baby sister
to marry one, eh?

§ Often the term "Polltics" or "Ypolitical® Is used In
a sense dlfferent than its definitlon would imply.
At 1ts strictest, polltics means refering to gov-
ernmenta} matters, the system by which a nation Is
rulede At Its loosest, the term refers to the way
In which any group of people Interacts within and
without ltself. I1t's not a Dirty Word, though it
has ecquired some nasty connotations through the
years. Arlstotle’'s generallzation does fit most
people—not at all times, for most of us don't con-
cern ourselves with the way, -the manner, by which
we Interact with others..~»» l~+do tt, but at some
time f°r.29§1 people there comes an occasion where
one's personal standards or itdeals become involved
to the polint that 11's unthinkable to stand mute.
Of course, then most people stiil would insist thet
I+ Isn*t political ‘actlion they're taking or doing,
but merely the assuming of stance on the side of
Right. #*Sigh* 99 Labels, In and of themselves, are
nelther bhad nor ghood-~they are a tool, a meens ot
categorizling the world so one can more readilly
grasp It Intellectualiy. For Instance, you could
be labelled as a Muslclan, and | doubt that you'd
take offense—unless, by using that term, the per-
son makling the reference was thinking of some dirty,

{11thy, drug-crazed lout who couldn't be trusted to

pass the salt shaker without stealing 1t. I1's not
the label that's at fauit, but the welght, the im-
plications of its meaning glven B&'fhe person who
uses 1+ (&s well as by the person to whom I1's ap-
piled). Two labels that apply to me, though taken

_ in thelr most neutral meaning are innocuous, bear
added conceptual frelght that makes one virtually
an Insult. | far prefer'fo be calied a reclplent of
SSi Dtsabll]fy (which Is true) then a Welfare recip-
Jent (which Is equaily true). Ah, words-—they're
such fascinating, elusfve little critterseces. §§

BOB TUCKER -- 2516-H East Washington, Bloominton, IL
61701. - July 10, 1985

ETTLE number four is here and I'm really sorry that 1
couldn’t have been at Midwestcon to receive it from
your very own hands. As it is, I'm even now dusting
it for fingerprints so that I may gaze at them admir-
ingly and console myself that the fanzine did, indeed,

pass through your hands. .

In addition to house-hunting, I also couldn't make Mid-
westcon because of transportation problems. Both my -
sons had to work that weekend and neither of them would
let me have their car. 'I checked the bus schedule and
found that it would require three busses and ten hours
to go from here to there, so I resigned myself tomi.ss-
ing the event.

Brian Earl Brown mentions, on page 12, that a TAFF Re-
port would cost a maximum of $2 or $3 a copy to pro-
duce, and said it would likely be much less. I was
croggled at that. Ten yeéars ago I produced my Austra-
lian trip report for approximately 36¢ a copy: print-
ed, and mailed in envelopes; at a press run and ulti-
mate distribution of 500 copies. I can't remember the
postage costs of ten years ago, but assunrlng that all
costs will have doubled in ten years, it could be Gone
for about 72¢ a copy. (That was a 24-page lithograph-
ed fanzine.)

This may amuse you: I belong to a small Apa and in one
of the recent mailings a frember asked imnocently, "What

s "Topic A'?" I would guess there are hundreds, nay -
thousands of fans out there who haven't heard of any of ,
the recent feuds. That speaks of the size of fandom
today. :

" § You were Indeed missed at Midwestcon. If | still

tived-In t}1lnots, you would've been assured of a
ride. Are you still speaking to those £éIf1dh ¥rdls
sons of yours? 91 Printing costs have not merely
doubled in the past decade; they've come close to
quadrupiing. Dave Locke checked the varlous quick- '
print places in Cinclinnat! a few months ago for esti-
mates on TIME AND AGAIN, a 42-page zine. Prlces ran
the gamut from expen$ive to outrageou$$$. Not even
remotely teaslble from his budget's point of‘vleﬁ.
Mimeo production nowdays runs about the same as your
costs for having that zine printed 10 years ago~-but
~that's assuming one uses bulk-purchased, discount-

.



priced meterials:- if Brend Name supplles=—say Ges-*
totner—wero usaed, sosts could be gs .much as twice
what.you pald. 99 Indesd, words about Toplc A and-
sl tled matters eren’t as wide=-spread as same fens
+think.. Also, many who do know what's belng referred
to couldn't care lessesse  §§

ROY TACKETT --915 Green Valley Road MW, Albuquerque,
M 87107. Jume 25; 1985

‘Puzzled reaction to the recent fussing and feuding
which has been stirring fandom...Indeed?

It needs to be pointed out, I think, that the whole
thing involved something less that 10 people. In
these ‘days of megafandom (or at least kilofandom)
that is a miniscule amount. Despite the vast amount
of wordage these people generated, the vast bul.k of
fandom simply didn't care. :

And 1 think the uwolvement of TAFF was only incident-
_ al. It was not a reason, only an excuse.

Your quick scan of farmish history is tolerably accu-

rate, although I have a few quibbles. (You expected

. that, no?) "Fanzine fandom" was not aborning in the
'30s and '40s. "Fanzine fandom" is strictly a product

“of the '80s. Before that there was only fandom, and

. fanzines were one form of communication between fen.
Fanzines were not, and are not, a raison d'etne in
fandom or a separate subset. Never have been. WNever
will be. ‘

The fasasanish fanzine and fasaanish fandom (Tucker
said it is pronounced with a bray, as in jackass) -
evolved in the 1950s. [}. heerd If bleated, as In sheep)

Nobody "invented" fandom (as you put it). It just
grew. Starting with those people who sent letters to
the early prozines and discovered that they had a mu~
tual interest, who began communicating with each other,
brought out their ovm amateur zines for wider discus=
sion of the field, and eventually began meeting to--
gether in conventions. Don't forget that many of the
early science fiction clubs grew out of existing
science clubs. (Gawd, "club is an ugly word, isn't
it?)

T would also quibble with your comlusion that the
vast influx of new fans in the 1970s had anything to
do with the general deciine of fanzines. The cause
of that was (and is) cost. Far too many of us who
once issyed general circulation fanzines can no long-
er afford it. We have, therefore, taken refuge in
assorted apas, where circulation costs are much low-
er. The responsibility for doing grievous: ham to
fanzines lies with the U.S. Postal Service (and in-

_creased costs of paper, ink, etc.) and not with any
flood of new fans.

Well, maybe some of the "0ld Guard”" are intimidated

by this vast influx of non-traditional fen. If they
" ‘are, that is their ovm fault. Inasmuch, as. you well
know, Ish, my own famnish roots go back to the 1930s,

.12

I presume you will consider me one of the Old Guard,
but I have yet to be intimidated by the hordes of fans
who are oriented more towards the visual media than
the printed word. Confused occasionaly, I will admit,

“but common ground can always be found and when I at-

tend conventions these days I still have a hell of a°
good time and find lots to talk about with almost any-
one who comes along. I do not like Worldcons or any
of the larger conventions any more, not particularly’
because they are filled with strangers (I'm a stranger
here myself, podnuh) but because they have become over-
programmed, money-grubbing circuses,

As for a common point of fandom today, it is the same
as it always was: science fiction. It doesn't really
matter if it is visual science fiction or written
science fiction or vhatever science fiction. As I've
said before: we're all science fiction fans on this
bus; if there are any . aboard who aren't science fic-
tion fans, theycangetoffnow -

. § You may count "less than 10 people® whb:are'or have

been Involved In the recent fussing and feuding,

but my flgures total over 20 who were directly con-
cerned with what was going on, and close to that
number (17) who were peripherally Invoived. Of

that number, all but two or three are active fanzine
tans, whose words ere spread far beyond thelr immed-
fate vicinty, end whose oplinlons (at least, they
hope so) have Infliuence onothers. The people who
have come up to me at conventlons were not fanzline
fen, but through word-of-mouth (l.e. rumor) they

had heerd about the brouhsha, and asked me elther
for my oplnlion or to *defend’ myself. | generally
chose to stand mute~—It really would take more time
to explalin all the Issues Invoived, ali the points
of view, all the varlous ramlfications, than the
.entire matter deserves. Those who are/were direct-
ly Involved will neturally carry on thelr #coff*
"discussion®, but, as you sald, the bulk of fandom
Just doesn't care. 99 Ghod, | hate to argue with
anyone who vas der lonX before me,{Charlie), but |
suspect thet you disremember. The difference be-
tween fanzine fen and convention fen was dlscerned
at least by the '50s, and 1'm golng to Include some
quotes from Ken Bulmer's TAFF-relsted zine STEAM to
buttress that position. (They witl follow my response
to your letter, on the next page.) T9 While Increas-
ed costs have had a direct Impact on fanzine distri-
butlon/circulation/production, the mere fact that
there are more fen out there compiicates the matter
more than a trilfle. And the Influx of new fen Is
not a historical fact; I+ Is an on-going matter.
Though 11 may have begun In the '70s (realty, 1+t
started in the very late '60s), I+--the growth--
continues. (I shudder at the thought of those new
TV serles Iike AMAZING STORIES and TWILIGHT ZONE and
the ilkely number of neos they wlil attract...) 91
"Common ground" can be found with the person. who
totails up your grocery bill at +he supermerkete..
don't you lock for more than that In fandom? §§



In nesponse to ETTLE ONE, Huvy Gdmer, Jn. send a
Mdmzuw&xdedawaﬂmévwmmaecow
conning TAFF. 1 sent a nequest Lo buce Pelz don
copies of that mteniak the sawe day 1 neceived Hi's

Letten., Fanish (1 think it uns called LACon...) and

persoral nottens <ntenvened, and 4X wasn' L wndil hidd-

wesleon, this post June, #utbumehep&zd. (hile
he didn'%t pass along the y of the List I'd
asked gon, he did supply some nely nelevant i

enial, Forerost anong which uas STEAM, a fanzine
put out by H. Ken Bubmen following his Duip {o the
USA as a TAFF winnen 4n 1955, Ghen Buce handed ne
the 4ile fobden of aging Twiltone, he said (as best
1 can necall) 2 1 don't think you'BL Like uhat you' 2L
§ind in hene B e couldn't have been mone wwong. ...

THE FOLLOWING IS EXCERPTED FRoM STEAM Vou. 4, # 4,
paTED “Autusy 1958 (16TH AJGJST)!‘O (H. Ken Bumer)

It is with pleasure that I have to report that for the
~ first time in its career, the Transatlantic Fan Fund
has successfully carried through its dbjects to trans-
port a fan fram one side of the Big Pord to the other
for the second succesive year. Last Year Bob Madle
attended the 15th World Science Fiction convention in
London. This year Ron Bermett travels to the l6th—
in South Gate. Both do so through the generosity and
co~operation of fandom as a whole.

'R:estcsryofttusyears’ﬂ\?f‘electmmsknsbeena‘e
of amiable and -industricus co-operation between the
two organizers, and of amusing and often heated bick-
ering between people on the sidelines. The hard facts
are that 1958 has seen a successful election, a good
slate, a popular delegate and an actual journey—and
all this without any attempts to raise any sguabbles
or scandals for the simple reason that there have been
none,

««. [Bob Madle and myself] had to ensure that TAFF grew
up, that it did its job, and that it was made strong
enough to function despite the various oddball cries
frar even ocddballer people. When Walter Willis, Bob
and myself discussed the various items that should
figure in the revised TAFF procedures, we did so with
the advantage that we brought a great deal of prior:
experience to the meeting. Bob was able to put before
us at first hand the feelings of the US fen and of
Don Ford. The discrepencies of procedures were iron-
ed out and subsequent smooth operations proved that
this sort of get-together of interested parties pro-
duces results. The trouble is, tho'—you only get one
worldoonayear ! ’

When all the smoke and dust has died down, one fact
remains., TAFF in itself is just about the most worth-
while thing fandom has ever done, and its success is
owed to two men—Walter Willis and Don Ford. No one
can take away from them this honor--and that's said
in all seriousness and without any supposedly funny
snide remarks about egoboo. Those two really worked

" Don"was going this alone.

on'ilAE’E‘!

...On the US side of the pond, Bob [Madle] had a prob-
lem that luckily did not trouble me urduly. He was
forced to reject a mmber of votes fram people who
were not science fiction fans. This was a matter of

-principle and was conducted in all amity between those
.ooncerned. [...] As you all probably know, there has .

all, how do you define a sf fan? In essence, that

doesn't bother us; we here in TAFF are concerned with
how you decide who has a moral right to vote in a taff
election. I'll have more to say on this matter in the
non-report sections; but one answer is cbvious. You
have a taff administrator. As they say in the news-

‘paper cowpetitions: his decision is final.

...t mist be driven heme to fandam—if fandam consid-’

. ers it wortimhile, that is—that TAFF is part of a per-
.son's participation in fandom. You read sf, you write

letters, you attend a club and a convention, you read
and write for and possibly publish a fanzine, you=-if
you are one of the few trufans left——collect. You
also believe in and support the idea of one of your
maber travelling across the Big Pond to attend a ocon-
vention on the other side and to meet new fans. In
a word, 'you support TAFF, TAFF is above politics,
above the fluctuations of the fan scene, is not affil-
iated with any other body, is not dictated to by any-
one, is out to grind no axes and does not make a pro-
fit, save in the spreading of goodwill.
‘DIGRESSIONS CF A TAFFMAN

What follows is open to query and correction. I don't
pretend to know it all. If you have positive proof
of what you c¢laim in opposition to this, then I'm sure
fandam as a whole would likeé to hear it. Otherwise
just listen, huh?

Durmgthewar,FonyAdceman&cidedltvmldbea
nice scheme to vigit his mary friends in England and
the Continent.  With typical Ackermanese brilliance,
he dubbed his brainchild The Big Pond Furd; but in the
event he couldn't make it{he) decided that it would
be an even better scheme to bring an Anglofan over to
the US. Tad Carnell, at that time a praminent fan,
went to Cincinnati in 1949. He paid most of his fare
himself; but the idea was born. Later on, Don Ford

‘was in close contact with Nomman Ashfield and they de-

cided to repeat the process, although it does seem that
[...] a hiatus ensued {...]
Around the same time (1952) Walter Willis had risen
like a Nova on the fannish scene. Through “he morilund
British fandam of that time, most of Walter's outside
contacts were with US fen. We all know of the effects
of Sixth Fandom; what is not generally realized is
that the US fen were so struck with the writings of
Walterthattheyralsedtl‘escha:etobrnghmto
Arerica.

'I‘hedryof"W\WwiththecreWinS"treantjustv&at
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it said. Apartfruutl’aeEpicartrear:dafewotmrac-
tive fans, it was all in the States. So the US fen
clubbed together and put up same cash. Walter sup-
plied a lot himeelf, too. He ,went to Chicago in 1952
[...]carriedupmtl’eenttmsmsnoflﬁfanszandmu.
[...]ldeanell,MWWalterwnlm Both going -
toﬂeStatas,bcthattarﬂmgaoonvenmm and both,
abvmusly, re;zeéentu:g different sections of fandcm

1n1953BertCa@ellwenttoP}u_1ade1mn[...]m
the wate of personal enthusiasm-he had generated at
the Bamington Con. His passage was paid by, himself,
with help fram his'finm. It was, primarily, a busi-
ness trip. But he met fans, was well known ard liked,
arﬂforwdamt}erlnﬂcmﬂlea.dea Heevenp.:tma
.snapvoteforl.o:ﬂonast}'enextVbrldomsue. But
a warning note was struck in a fanzine of the time,
sentative of British fandom. Not one of the three
visitors so far had been that.
brought over because the fen wanted to meet him-—and
Ted Carnell, because of his undoubted position in fan-
' dom imrediately during and following the war.

Now Walter was simmering with repressed feelings.
He'd been taken across.the Big Pond--why shouldn't
that idea.be extended? Itwas-—arﬂWalterw:llcurse
me for revealing this skeleton--a matter of conscience.

A meeting was held. Out of it came proposals for what

was then termed the "Two-Way Transatlantic Fan Fund".
At the Coronocon in 1953, Ted Carnell made the first -
ptblmmmentofﬂxeﬁxﬂthathadbeensetup
hywlFordaxﬂtheCncygrouptobnngNoumAsb-
field to Philly. As Nomman hadn't been able to go,
Don and the CFG had thrown the offer open to any Bri- -
tish fan able to go. The meeting decided that there
was not encugh time to organize the despatch of a
suitable fan to Philly {and] that a permanent Two-Way
Transatlantic Fan Fund be set up to help both British
and American fans to attend each others conventions.
That 1954 would be the time to send the first fan.
acrosstotheLS.

Walter was delegated the task of running the proced-
ures and voting. He published his proposed details
in Hyphen and set to work. -That first election slate
oonsisted of Vince Clarke, Derek Pickles, Ken Slater,
Tony Thorne [and] James White.

Now here we have the crux of the matter. TAFF, as it
now is, was a fusion of two ideas.. The enthusiasm was
- there. It was agreed by the US fen that we here should
elect whom we liked as we liked to go. Walter point- .
ed out that it would be not only good manners, but -
sensible, to give the US fen a choice in who was going
to visit them. Varmsoftheruhs,lfthatbemt‘
toongzdamrdforthan,werepmposedtlmtkatare
rmafeamreofallmelectwns ' :

Ttem (3) ontheprmedrules bears reprmtmgm

full. "There should be qualifications for voters, . to
prevent such an eventuality as, say, the entire popu-
14: ' o ¢

/

i 'Well, that seems clear enough.

The nearest wes Walter, . pop is'a_faoet of farﬂcm

* of one group.and not of the other.

' lation of Trovbridge, Wilts, woting for Noxman Wans-

‘borough. They must be (a) active already in fandam
to the extent of having subscribed or contributed to
at least one fanzine or joined a fan club or organiz-
ation; and (b) show their interest in the project by
ualungacertammnmmcontnbxtlmtothef\xﬂ.
sayz/ﬁ"l

If your milkman reads
every ocopy of Astounding that cares out, does that
make him a member of those who should vote for pecple
in & TAFF election? [...]The ordinary, sensible way

~ of looking at that is if your millavan talks to you,

goes along to meet the local fans, creates, with you,

. a local group, reads a fanzine or so—then he is bound

to understand what fandom and TAFF mean—up to a point
of  course—and either pull cut in contémptuous disgust
or ‘plunge right in. Either way, he becames a sheep
or a goat. ‘
It is generally accepted
that readers of science fiction are called fans. But
the important point is the degree of committment in-
volved. Just because your milkman reads Astounding
every month [...] he can call himself a fan—but he
is not a member of the group of people who have a far
greater interest in sf, to the point of collecting it,
of discussing it, of attending and giving lectures
about it, of writing to one another fantastically long
letters about it, of going to meetings and comventions
in order to meet writers and artists of sf, and to
talk to other readers and collectars, and of seeing
in sf something that can take hold and grip their

. imaginations. From the letter colums of the prozines

came the fan magazines. It is true to say that almost
every major fan has had a hand in fanzine: publishing
and writing history. But there are major fans who '

never have, those people whose talents run to organ—
izing conventions, for example. I fail to see why one
group should denigrate the other. '

Personally, I believe that to be a whole-hearted fan,
you rmust have a fanzine publishing history behind you.
Idon'tneanbythatﬂntymnustneoessanlypbhsh
ymramfamag. I do mean that you have a knowledge
of the field, can orient referemnces, are aware of tra-’

‘ditions and personalities, are conscious of what

science fiction fandom has done and is still doing.
You are not in the full picture if you ignore the fan-
zines. Equally,ymaremtmthefullplctnrelf

-ywlgrnreoomrentlms Scme fanzine fans do not at-

tend conventions--very few. Some convention fans de-
ride the fan publishing field—quite a mmber. [...]
very few long lasting top flight fans are just members
It boils down to a
ocanity of interest, split by possible divergence—-
there are other ‘splits if you lock for them.[...] We
can’t all be whole fans; but by heck we can try, and
fonrgettl’usnmsenseabaltmomaﬁxzfanardvho
isn't.



We went into 1954's election withawonderingsortbf
hesitancy, not quite realizing what was afoot. Vince
Clarke won that one, but backed out and no one went in
1954. The same set of rules was carried through tc
1955. That slate {...] was Eric Bentcliffe, Terry
Jeeves, and Ken Bulmer. Walter carried on as usual,
again inviting the US fen to take part in the elec~
tions.” He could have, under the original agreements,
run the election purely on an Anglo basis. By this
time the impetus of Sixth Fandom had gone [...] The .
Jboom had proliferated and husted. Fandom was again
temporarily down. ‘

In 1955 Ken Bulmer was elected. {...] in 1955, the
very first TAFF delegate travelled.
important sense, thebegm.ng

Through my contacts I knew plenty of US fen. I had
the greatest of good fortune in being taken care-of by
Don Ford, under the original agreements. The best bit
was that, through Don, I was able to meet ard get to
know the various convention type fans in the US—a
thing Walter had not done to the same extent.

During the period prior to the 1955 elections a few

people had been beating the drum for TRFF. I well re-
member Chuck Harris, in the 1954 elections, energet-
ically going round creating an interest in TAFF and

spreading word of what it meant.
now, to gain full understarding of just how TAFF was
regarded then. It was a mad dream, a wild vision.

It had taken Ted Carnell a long time to get there;

Walter had not found it easy; Bert was facing the in-
evitable bills. And here we were, a bunch of fans,

plarning to elect a representative to go across. A
greatuanypeoplelaughedarﬂwrateusoffascramy
visionaries. -

Then, in 1955, sameone actually went. 'I‘heobviousoc-
curred. RAll kinds of people jumped on the bandwagon,
shouting their spiel about TAFF and the way it should
be run. Why were we doing things like this? It
should be by...and so on and so on. Don Ford and Wal-
ter were able to hold off the flood. {...]lwe didn't
recessarily consider our system as the best; but it
worked, it had grown up [...] and we didn‘t intend to
alter it just because a bunch of johnny came latelies
wanted to get into the act. On the other hand, when-
ever a sound piece of advice or suggestion was offered
it was, if possible, incorporated into the body of un—
written rules governing the elections.

{Sameone] suggested that a bond be posted by each can-
didate. This was tossed ocut in one of the periodic
tussles that shook TAFF in that formative period.
Walter had to preserve his poise and even temper: in
the face of great provocation that time. Later on,

Don requested a bond posting from his candidates, they °

camplied as a matter of course, and [the] suggestion
went through quietly. But same of the ideas dreamed
up by various well-meaning people were out of this

world. One suggestion was that the candidates be chos- who are merely confen.

This was, in one

It is very difficult,

en from the opposite sides of the Atlantic. There is
sare merit in this one, and a version of it has been
used in the last election. The idea has just been put
fomrdagamassmethmgnewtlntt}e'mﬁ'f‘ozgam

zers should note. [...]

Now, lmver, the most seriocus c:risis shook the TAFF
idea. I have faced same tricky maments in fandom;
none, perhaps, so painful as the months following my
return from America. I was treated to the spectacle
of various fans carrying on a feud and using as their
central captains two friends, Don Ford and Walter
Willis. Through misunderstandings a situation was
reached in which one side accused the other of saying
things they had not, and the second of trying to re-
gain a balance in TAFF that, disasterously, seemed to
have been lost. Briefly, the central question revolv-
ed arourd the basic idea of who should morally have
the right to vote in any TAFF election.[...]

It turned out that someone wanted to naminate Doc

i Smith for TAFF. Then the argument turned on whether

he could even vote. Facts that he had long contrib-
uted to fnz were brought out and it was proved that
he was in fact a trufan. I'm on very delicate ground
here. I doubt ‘that anyone alive could unravel all the
camplications that followed, Walter was accused of
being a dictator because he had said that Doc Smith
mghtntbermunatedfor'mFF Well,Irnpeyoucan
see the reasoning behind this opinion, and bear in
mind that Walter could not have been aware that the

‘Doctor E.E. Grey Lensman Smith had ever done enough

in fandom to be ranked as a member of fandam, complet-
ely discounting the glory that is his through his pro
writing. You see, we're talking about fans.

[...) Walter was told he was a dictator, was told he
had said that only people who published a fanzine-
could have anything to do with TAFF and like that.

It was a farrago of nonsense, with the kermel of

truth being that Walter and the groups who thought
like him wanted to put over the idea behind TAFF,
that it stood {or those who not only liked sf but who
desmethmgaboutltbeyondmxereadJn;mtl'e
field. [...]

[...] it is very easily seen just how these misunder-
standings might arise; that they did is samething to
be deplored but not forgotten. They are all over now,
but they do serve as a warning for the future. Fram
Walter's idea of fanzine fen clubbing together to
bring across scmeone they had read and liked the sound
of and Don's idea of bringing across a British fan in
place of the one he couldn’t, one project emerged.
It was bound to have to find a way around this rock
before it could settle down. The situation was fur-
ther caused by the dissimilar fan structures in the
US and in England (Treland, too). Here the fanzine
fan 'is predominant, and the fnzfan also is predomin-
ant at conventions. We have very few top flight fen
In the US there are nf's in
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“for ‘this old disagreement. -

fnz fandom, but the majority of mature fen in the
field are confen. This is especially true in' the
CFG—the Cincinnati Fantasy Group and their many
friends who regularly attend the Midwestcon, which -
is—Worldocon notwithstanding—regarded by many as
the major con of the year. 'TIiwas fortunate encugh
tobeengulfedmtheoonfentypeatClevelmﬂaxﬂ
quite clearly saw that when things had to be done -,
ard decisions taken and the prestige—if I may use
that word in this context—of sf fandam had to be.

" ugheld, then it was'the confen who handled things.

Handled them crisply end well, too, as I saw on more
than one occasion. Where there was a bnf fanzine
type who was also a confan type, he, atthecon,,
quite cdbviously fit in well.

{...Jwhen a fan who was a fnz type fan and young was
imvolved, he was usually, by ‘camparison 'with t'oth-
ers,anonentltyNowthesearehaxshmrds,butlt

wasmt\mtlllateonmtheoonatClevelandthatI
caugl'xtsom.\chasaglmpseofpeoplemthw}unl

could discuss Atam and WAW and Who Sawed Courtney's
Boat and '~' ard '/' and poctsarcds and fully certi-
fied sex fiends {...] (spart from Lee Hoffiman and

Bloch and Tucker and a very few more).
conversation was hard going. ‘I‘i'xeywereshy ,Angd,
mmisfarmretothepomt,veryfewoftren,w—

- peractive though they were at the time, are still

around. TheUSfanzmescenelscarposedof,mthe
main, yomgsters, moflaxeupanddle. The confen
gom‘forever,hkethecanbmedfnzandcmfen
over here. True, ny friends, hard words. .

This is not to say that there are no fnzfen in the
US who are primarily fnz fen and who are also mature
and ‘long~lasting. Of course there are. But, by Ge-

finition, if I didn't meet them at the Cleveland con

theyv»eremtthelOOpercentcontypesthatIdid )
meet there’ (apartfranthosewhobecauseofd:.stame
comﬂdntmake:.t) 'Imetavholeraftofflrstclass
pecplearandthecomtrywlbverefnztypefen,ard

who hadn't made it to the con and who wished they >
had; mtalltheUanzfenueretheshymartlculate
gazellesItaLcedto.‘

i

ArﬂthereIsupposeyouhaveoneofthnbasz.creasons
Apersmcanmlyjtﬂge R
vmatl'eluuwsof“;ssocz.etyontkebamsofthe
people he meets or knows in it. Things can take
place to the nth degree involving many people in the
society; unless the person in question knows encugh

: abmtﬂeoﬂerg,‘rewillbemwvmareofmatisgoirg
‘on. It is manifestly difficult for anyone except the

few present to know what's going on in a smoke-filled
room at. a con, where all kinds of high policy are
discussed and settled. When the results are seen,
unless explanations are offered, how can you tell for
certain who did what and when? Ifywdonotkeep
upmﬂlﬂeﬁnzt}enhwdoyouexpecttokrmy&at

is' going on in the major world of fandom? To be able 1

to see round all sides of these gquestions demands a
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'Ib;re_vert. to Doc Smith for a moment.
" clear if the row began merely because he was queried

Even then the

sartofencycloped:.clq’mledge andlt:spzettysafe'
msaythattheremmonemfaxﬂantodaymthafull
knowledge of what is going on in the current fandaom.
Plenty of folk know a great deal, and keep up; but
knowing, it all is reserved for none of this Carth.

I'm not at all .

as a voter, and the angry reply was that, by Gw, he
could stand for candidate, too, if needs be. That

isn't important; the incident was merely the trigger
thatreleasedthedxargethathadbemb.nldlrgup,

fthedlvergentbegummgsof'mﬂ‘

‘Walter'sexpel.z.encehadbeenofagroupoffrierﬂs
. clubbing together to bring him across because they knew

him and liked him. Itwasapersonalth.mg a very

' precious, mrdcrful gesture.

Don'sexpenemehadbeenmeofdisappoi:mmmt
a friend hadn't been able to cave across, and a gener-

*- ocus throwing open of the offer to anyane who could man-
_age it.

He wasn't bothered who come; he didn't even
want a hand in this person's selection. It was a very
precicus, wonderful gesture—ard an all-embracing
gesture. - ' A
Even though the fund started off with the proposals, ..
No. 3, which I have quoted, on a pretty wide front, and

.with US participation, the clash was inevitible. That

it kegan as it did wes a trifle; that people began to
chants,ogansoriginatinginthingsmtsaidbythé
oppos1te side was to be deplorad; and that it threat-
‘ened TAFF was just darn silly. Of course fans are
hamen [...) Fandom is composed of articulate people and
so they say what they think and Degler take the hind-
most. ' Rows in fandom are part of its nature; it dis-
tressed me personally that ny friends were being slang-
ed on each other's account by other friends [...] You
have to.watch carefully to’see who is malicious in
their feuds; their reputations precedes them as a
etinking miasma and trufen tolerate them (same don't,
of course) and do not allow themselves to became in—-

~ volved. This TAFF argument under discussion was a

clean fought debate, thenk Gm. It was not until la~-
ter, and newer people crept in, that things changed;
butthean“wasaumtedboiy well able to defend
itself agamst the c:nker :

[...)when Walter handed over the roins to me [in 1955)
I wes faced with the debris of the quarrel I have just
outlined, and a shining ideal cambined of the enthusi-
asms of Walter and Don, with the idealistic aspirations
of Walter and the hard-headed practicality of Don. As
a team, they were perfectly fitted to work together
oncetheyhaddec:.dednmatthetaskwas. My task was
equally clear. My frierds vere busily arguing amongst
therselvesaboutmandmatvasasffan, Ihadto
rin TAFF.

I could quite clearly see and agree with Walter's con-

- tention that a fan had to know who he was woting for.

s



The-spirit in which TAFF was founded did not include
the situation where a fan is approached in a clubroom
and asked for money and a vote for someone of whom he
has never heard, or, in the normal course of things, is -
ever likely to hear. Either he doesn't keep in touch
with world fandom, or the candidate doesn't. Is it
true to say that the only way to keep in touch with
world fandom is through the fanmagazines? You amswer
that one, it's a finger exercise. On the other hand,
I have five fingers--I could quite clearly see Don's
contention that if TAFF was to do what it set out to¢ -
do, namely g2t a fan across the bigpond at regular inter-
vals, then wewould have to secure cash from whatever
sources were available. I am given tounderstand by var-
ious US fen that theUS fan won't partwithcash unless
he has a vote. If true, thismeant that all kinds of
votes would be coming in, inorder to secure cash in a
mere mmdane greed for money that completely contraven-
ed the fannish spontaneity of the original TATF idea.
That sickened some of the trufa old guard. The hard-
headed old guard were amazed that fen could be so
woolly-minded and idealistic as to suppose that encugh
cash could be collected on a spontaneous basis.

It has been proved thatUS fen will donate without a
vote, as if we thought they wouldn't. But that is a
sample of imaccurate information that comes the way of
a TAFF administrator. Becauseof misreporting of what
the fnz fans were supposed to claim, the non-fnz fen
were hurt at not being called fans. All this is old
hat now, but it does point up the sort of situation
obtaining when Don Ford and I set the ball rolling

on the 1956 elections.

It should be madevery clear that though Walter had handed
over to me, he remained very active in TAFF framework
and consistently supported and encouraged it. Hisad-
vice was always valuable and his gift of clear think-
ing extr:ordinarily helpful. During the elections of
1956 and 1957 Don Ford was the senior administrator,
as the fan was coming from the US- side of the big pond.

. During 1958-1-was senior, as it was an East-West visit.

[...] Don handled the 1956 clections competently, to
the extent thathe arranged for TAFF togo through that
year. There was a little discrepency in vote~counting
which came to light, was discussed, Don's system was
rejected, and the system we now have was reinstated.
Again, TAFF was going through a formative period.

This was the first US election and the first time any-
one was coming from their side.

It will be interesting, for a variety of reasons, to
quote the results of the 1956 election. I have a copy
of FEZ handy, dated March, 1956. Lee Hoffman 362,
Forry ackerman 177, Dave Kyle 109, Lou Tabakow 61, G.
M. Carr 50, Wally Weber 37, Hal Shapiro 10, Kent Corey
8, [...]) The leaders were wholie fen, the others local
ilte-haired boys (I've met them, incidentally, and
they are wonderful fans, real fine guys) disliked or
unknown for the remainder.

The demand that candidates should at least be well
known to the other side of the pond was now an integ-
ral part of the TAFF idea, arising [...] from the
force of circumstances than [through] design; only one
string of the original TAFF idea having that object
strongly in mind. [...] this idea, independent of who
stands for election, will prevail. Should Augustus
Bickerstaff decide to stand, and no one has heard of
our Gus (an unlikely event) he will receive no votes.
Alternatively, you have to make sure he doesn't go out
and buy up all the votes in sight with women and stxong
liquor and old copies of Vargo Statton.

Unfortunately, Lee Hoffman backed out, and regretably
left rather late, so that there was no time for the -
next in line, Forry Ackerman, to make arrangements.
Dave Kylehadhadnotpolled the required quarter of total
votes so TAFF lapsed that year. Leecame over on her
own power, asdid Dave. But the TAFF funds were intact.

We went forward into 1957, the year of the first truly
Worldcon. Don had worked like a beaver in getting out
ballot forms and publicity, and although the 3-for-1
voting system was still in operaticn, if everyone knew
that, we all started even. Anyway, it was a US elec-
tion and under the original system they were entitled
to handle it how they liked. That we here didn't like

. the system meant merely that we would handle ours dif-

ferently. It was publicly said by Don that as the
election was under way it could go through as it was,
and a definite scheme be worked cut later that was
accepteble. This is what happened; it has all been
settled now, and is a matter of history.

I must re-iterate that what I say is vwhat I see; I can
be wrong. On reading back, I notice one or two small

- points that could have been better framed. Like that

it was not 4e's idea to set up a fund to bring him
across, but to bring a British fan across (later chang-
ed to the Big Pond Fund). &4e himself was asked to-trav-
el by Anglofen; but was umable to do so and did him-
self contribute a greet J7nl ¢f momay under different
names. And if I have left out a great deal of the
bickering that went on, it is because it is best for-
gotten, and only those sections that have a bearing

on vhy we do now what we do have been mentioned.

For 1957 the slate was: Stuart Hoffman, George Nims
Raybin, Ed McMulty, Robert A. Madle, Forrest Ackerman
(vho withdrew almost immediately), Boyd Raeburn, Dick
Ellington, and Richard Eny.

Over here a great deal of campaign material for Dick
Eny was circulated. How.the candidates stacked up in
the U5 wes virtually unknown; many of them were just
names. Remembering that although vexry many US fen
knew me prior to my trip, quite a mumber, as is the
wvay of things, didn't. I felt confident that whoever
was elected would be received in the same generocus way
as was Pamela and me. In the event, I was right.

The election was held and Bob Madle elected.

'On the heels of this, I was made aware that there were
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rumors circulating in fahdam that there had been vote
huying. Putting aside the difference in approach to
'elecr.imshere-fmnﬂatinme‘us;rfeltﬂataob
Madle himself would not have been vote buying, as
wouldmtcthersontl'eslate,butﬂatlfawtlmmg
should come 6f these rumors then the obvious suffer-"
er would be-the man elected. However innocent he
was, he would suffer. I was very troubled. I wrote
to-Don and asked him what went on. -

Evezythmgblewup. )

{...] 'I'nareareafewfactsﬂ'xatsofarha\emt-
been made public. After. the ruckus, 1twassettled_
prettysat;sfactc«'llytha‘.tlerehadbeenvotebw—
ing by at least one fan. Bchadledzdmtbuyany
‘votes.. Waathappenedlsthatachanceremrkwas

‘passedon,hadgrummﬂmere-tellmg had become

bigerm:ghtohannrepm:atwns,axdhadbeenjmped
mlyashnll—vomedcaucustoauthe:romgnev—
ances.

&xeofthecand.\dateshadapproachedavdcfanarﬂhad
said, in essence, thatsumﬂ??wassnxﬂuaqood

’.

thing, he would put up the 50¢ so the fan could vote ‘

for him. This the fan repeated in casual cornversa-
tion to another bnf, who is a Very Good Man, in the
presence of another candidate. The bnf felt a little
steemed up; after all, was this the way TAFF was to.
. be run? - Itqohapmnsthatﬂusbnflsmeofthe

Quiet Americans. He is the soul of kindness and gen-

ercsity, with an immaculate sense of honor and has

oneoftl'xefmstrnputatmnsbothmtheUSaxﬂover
here of any fan living. Hemablgmnecmfanaxﬂ
has contributed to the fnzfield a solid body of use-,

ful work. Hehasthewelfareof.m‘f‘atheartm‘t}el b thatcanonlybesolJedb» 1 Sividual

- cases, each dealt with cn its cwn merits.
{...] I am finding mlstaskofvrlmaMStoryof

same way all vwholefans have. Hew'as'\uri_ting_alet-s
ter to a fan in England and mentioned what he had
heen told, and although the terms of that letter are
not known, ﬂwyveremstprobablystmqglydemga—
tozyofthevnte—b.lymgcalﬂ:.datesacm

Assm\etl'xattl’xecandldatehadnotbeenvote—hymg
That the wk fan (that means well known, toavmdtms—
urderstandmgs)hadmsmterpretcdtheratark that -
1thadbeennezelythat'mFFwasmzﬂ150¢orscne-
thmgsmllar Noonemwlsgomgtogomrecord
assaymgth..tthucandidatedﬂmfacthzyvotes
. (Scre already have, butthat'saxbtlnrstozy) [...]

The English fan, rather naturally, passed on this in-
formation, and reached me, quite possibly, third or
fourth hand. Ithadgmmfuzzybyﬂmattme
Qthers vere talking ebout it. - I had to find cut
about it, to get the truth: To do this I wrote to
Don Ford. , o ,
aigning for Dick Eny and who couldn't believe that
Bob Madle had won, semedonthxsasbemgthe@c—
planation for who nobbled the favorite.
trying to pursue quiet enquiries, a hullaballoo broke.
!
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edfrcmequallywell}mmbnfs.)
’ ofﬁemrerlcmconfenoflateryearshavmgbeenfnz
. fen earlier on. .

'twmnqanyonesnanemad.rogatorymte. .

' qj.angmg matches that have kzen going on.
- gue like gentlemen, not-urchins with four-letter an-

WhJ.lstIvras"

S

I should like to make it quite clear that Walter Wil-
- lis of Ballyhackamaore was not—repeat, not—one of '

those peoplé screaming dirty politics, etc.. He only
came into the act at a later date. Dick Eny, also,

‘not a case, as has been suggested, of sour grapes on

the part of Dick Eny--he is a great fan and tock the’
course of the election in fine spirit--but of a very
small vociferous body who failed to appreciate that

: thlewasabnfwhentheymrettmee—comeredtrms—

ersaxﬂw}nwasstllllu'mmmtheﬂnericanfanfleld
(He must have been, look at all the wotes he collect-
It was an example

{...1 Iamhappytorcportthatasofmubothmd(

‘EhyarxiBobM..dlehavecmewtofltmththelrrepz-.

tations intact--enhanced, if anything. _
[...]Ianmthelmldwusposmlmofmmgtocast
mtthebeambeforethexmathasshlfted I had won-
deredmetherormtnypmwntmgdlsqmlifiedne
from standing as a TASF delegate. As I had taken a
job to earn cash in case I was elected, at the time I
was not ‘a professional. But, really and truly, I am.
Equallyso,BobMadlecamotbecalledafanmnetype
fan, not.those days just pre-election enyway. He has

' came into the fan publishing field again, though, of

recent days, znd he was putting out FANTASCIENCE DI-
GEST back in 1937. That wes before a lot of the fen
who were creating [the fuss ?2?] were born, of course
you c¢an see their argument, but fandom is a contim~
ous growth; 1tdldnt3uststartthedayym, sir, or
ym,nadam joined up. 'Ihlsa.sorxeoftmsemotty

'l‘AFFagl—nastlyjob. I have steadfastly eschewed men-
‘T will .
try to adhere to this. I have my own strong opinions,
of course. There are and have keen feuds and arqu-
ments over TAFF going on a long time now. I have
friends on most sides of the argurents. If I thirk
a friend is wrong it is my responsibility to say so.
And the best way to do this is not to take the nega-
tive attitude and say you and you, fugghead, arewrong
but to take the positive attitudz that this is what
should be done. ([...] You can have your fights and
feuds as much as you like, but just remenber that you
are fighting over TAFF, which is an idea that goes on,
and does not .stop because of the fights. [...]} I dis~
approve nost strongly of certain incultingly worded
Iet's ar-

alo—saxon words for a staple vocabulary. It takes all
treﬁmmtofargmentsﬁycudesoerﬂtot}nselevels.

I have to make clear that the little vorciferous group
'was not Irish Fandom, it wes not the stateside friends
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of Eny. Whatever may have later been said, at the

time the rumors floated about detatched from reality,
the storm clouds brewing were really and truly wait-
ing to settle about the shoulders of the old argument
—fanzine fan or not. [...]}

Bob Madle was mot, at the time of his election, a fan-
zine fan. He was, however, well known and respected
in the US, he was known to a nurber of fans over here
and as a choice for taffiman was first class. Under

the original terms the sponsoring country was left to
choose their own candidate. There had been a mention,
as Chuck [Harris ??] has rightly pointed out, that the
candidates should be fairly well known on both sides.
I think that Bob was 'fairly' well known. Certainly
he wasn't as well known over here as I was in the
States; kut that was ane of those things. Locked at

parely fram the viewpoint of the spirit which brought

Walter over in 1952, Bob Madle was not the fanzine fan
type we were loocking for. But locked at in the light

" .of the original Don Ford CFG Ashfield fan fund (The

British Fan Fund) he was an ideal choice. as TAFF
today is cawposed of both these strings of parentage,
as I have attempted to point out, Bob was a fair
choice for TAFF. E

Ikﬂessymalldec;detospht'mm‘rlghtdmmﬂxe
middle and set up two distinct funds, one to bring a
confan t0 a convertion, the other to bring a fanzine
type fan to a con-to meet his correspondents, you have
to accept a compromise. On the face of it, the confen

‘have the money and the fnzfen the contacts. Yet the

fnzfen were able to hring Walter across in 1952. No-
thing is clear cut in all this except the single fact
that to run TAFF successfully you must steer as clear

a course as you can through the murk and dust of cam .

peting factions. That I can see both sides of the
problem is my misfortune; it's my emotions that are
torn up when friends bicker.

After the successful 1957 election, BobMadletook
overastB‘IAEFadmmstrator Don Ford, like Walter
Willis, remained on the advisory cammittee, ready to

" give help and encouragement. Same of the strife of
" the 'Vote Buying Ruwors' still clings; but if I have

been successful in showing that a modus operandi can
be found for TAFF, that old conflict can be laid to
rest alongside the Great Staple War and the Cosmic
CimleaniOpe.rartxonAmageddonandsudﬂ.ﬂcecause ,
celebes of their day

During the 1958 elections, Iwasfartoobusytobe—

core involved [in bickering that did not directly con-

cern T&FF]. I'mfor TAFF and for no one else. If the
person running the affair is dragged into bickerings,
then just who do you trust to see the thing through? -
I fiqure I owe too much to TRFF ard to the friends I

have made in fandom to let TAFF go by default whilst ~
I'm busy arguing with people who want things done

their way and don't give a hang about the greater good

offmrhn(lfyouacceptt}eomceptthatfarﬂcmxs
worﬂxmrlumfor,ﬂ'xatls) L ‘

startedmafuefmshspult,dlsagremmts
aroseastothewaymwl'uchltsluﬂdberm,thead-
ministrators, in their various ways, ignored or list-
ened to the suggestions, and today TAFF is a fammish
institution of which all you listening fen can be proud.
Yes—proud. Think of it. Here we are, an amoxphous
unch of people, all interested as a basis in sf (the
odd man who is in fandom without reading sf is rare and
can ‘be discounted) reading and writing and collecting

»andpbhs}uma:ﬂcmattendug—arﬂwechbtogeﬂer

andsendoneofourmnberB,OOOmﬂ.esardttﬁsyear
nearerS,OOOtoatterﬂastrangeomvmtJ.mma
strange land, which turns out to be not strange at all.
Y'know TAFF is something of which to be proud and all
the bickering in fandom won't stop TAFF from going a-
head. .It's on its way to even greater thinge.

Like the original TWO-WAY Transatlantic fan fund, Yes?
A BLUEPRINT )

As you will have guessed from the preceding sections of
this report, I am making no attempts to tumn this into

"a long~faced serious and constructive screed, nor am 1

frotlﬁnjoffin'anesotericfamishhrst.bfglee. . So
the following rules that are currently in use by all

| TAFF administrators are presented in the famish way of

freedam, coupled with a certain restraint. They are
mtlistedinanypat_ticularm:ﬂarofuerit.
1. Apemanent‘i\m—Way'nrarsat]mmthanmdslnllbe

setuptohelpboﬂmBntz.shardMencanfentoattaﬁ
each other's conventions. (This category included

TIrish, Canadian and Continental fans, also)

2. The ballot shall be secret. Eadzlf’annmt‘signhis

" own paper and no ‘proxy wotes are allowed. No block

votes are allowed. Each fan may vote once only.

3. Each voter is allowed a first, a secord, and a
third choice. If he wishes he may leave blank any
place, lst, 2nd, or 3rd on the voting paper. He may

. shall receive 3 points, the second 2, and the third 1.

Highest total of points elects.

‘4. Should the elected candidate prove unable to travel,

the second shall be offered the opportunity ad also
tletl’nxd,pzwﬁedthattheybothmcelvedmﬂun
aquarterofthetortalvotescast ‘

5. Eadxcand1datemsts:.gna&claraumﬂmﬂay
sre willing to go, came what may, save an impossible
situation such as an act of God, etc. , '
6. Each candidate must be nominated by a panel of five
well known fen, threefmnh;ss;deoftheAtlant:.carﬂ
two fram the other.

7. The leading naminator must provide an election plat-
form of about one hundred words, detailing why it is'

“‘corslderedthe:.rcandwatesl'mldbeelectedtogom

TAFF.

. 8. FenmbomsitbsoftheAtlanticsl'allheallowad
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to vote in all elections, irrespective of which way
the fund is operating this year.

9. A minimm sum shall be donated to the fund—at
the present it is 2/6d or 50¢-—to entitle any one fah
to vote. Nbredmatlonsmrerarﬂabovethlsaxeboth
weloame and requested. /

10. In order to be entitled to vote, a person shall
be a science fiction fan and shall to show this be |
active in fandom to the extent of having subscribed to
or contributed to or published at least one fanzine

or have joined a reputable fanclub or organization
prior to six months before the closing date for nai
inations (in both casés). This is a matter for the

conscwxceofthefan,thedeclslo-xonarypomtls‘
tl'leadmmstrator'sandthatlsfmal

Mmmmwmngmm he uns dhaiting
STEAM on stencil, and it shows in the rurben of Luypos
and Looseness of constuction. STEAY, Vol 4, #4,nan
25 pages, Aoiiibob\dwbmﬂﬁb‘@mwmdy<
ediited vension of it. 1§ anyone wandis a 2w geven-
ation photocopy;, Icanhmzeamnunoﬁéwtﬂnefoca&
copy centen at the nate of 10¢ a page—$2.50 fon a
copy, and 39 fon postage, Let us say.

This excerpt is not being included to stir up long-

dead feuds--it's been nearly 30 years since they ware

fought, after all--but to bring home the point that
the arguments about. TAFF have bcen around, and were

battled over quite fiercely, ever: since TAFF's incep-

tion.

I found Bulmer's account quite interesting for a var-
iety of reasons. I had had no idea that CFG was in
any way involved with TAFF's roots, nor that the in-
itial funding for TAFF came from convention fans. -
(I'd be willing to bet that there are a number of
more veteran fen that didn't know or had forgotten

that, too) Though I knew the fanzine fan/convention

fan differentuation went back a lo-o-ong way, I did
not know that arguments about who is a fan or who is
eligible to stand for TAFF took place so early in -
TAFF's existence. Though I had heard about the so-
‘called ‘Vote Buying Rumor® that Bulmer discusses,
his confident prediction that the truth had won out
apparently was in errox--for the versions I've had
told to me, and some came from Britfen, blamed Bob - -
Madle for the fuss. I particularly appreciated this
facet of STEAM, and now find myself wondering how it
came to be that the distorted versmn was dissemin- .
ated so widely rather than the facts as Bu]mer says

they were.

Fandom, 'Tis a puzzlement.

Perhaps the greatest lesson to be learned from read-
ing fannish historical documents like STFAM is that
there is no such thing in fandom as a "settled' point.

20.

Though fandom has grown through the years, its base

. has widened, fringe groups increased--the same matters

are still being discussed, ar~od and fought over. It
shouldn't be any wonder that often the older, more vet-

. eren fen refuse to enter the debates--the entire mat-

ter nust be so old-hat, co stale, that they're bored
to tears. I can just see the grizzled fen casting -
their eyes up heavemward--'"Ch, ghod; not agam""

And yet, snd yet...just as public discussion of the
political system in use by one's country rehashes ancr- A
ent points-that have been supposedly thrashed out for
centuries, it is a ghood thing to continue the discus-
sion of fammish matters which have bothered fandom forx
decades. Tme, affairs may not be settled for all

~ time, no matter how much those concerned wish it to be
0, but they can be settled for the time being. At the
vexy least, they can be settled in one's own mind. To
air ceaflicting positions, to discuss varying view-
points, to pause and take a good hard look at the world
about cncseif, to estallch one's own thinking on an
1ssue; all of these are Ghood Things, 'to my mind.

 Fammish tides ebb and flow, they do not remain static.

‘This year's contretemps becomes a joke five years down
, the rcad, and in another decade is simply a part of

fan history. New fans come in, old fans leave or die,
some fons flare up like novas and are never heard from

. again, gafiates are resurrected and fandom seems to

find a new life. The Traditions are passed on, both
by printed means and through the spoken word. Errors
crecp in, sometimes they've corrected and sometimes
they are mot--gee, it's just like Real Life, ain't it.

There are many fans out there who don't care to discuss
fondom or their place in its working. They're more
concerrcd with when the next convention is occurring,
or vho's throwing the next party, or when they'll next
see a hilarious. fanzine chockful of funny fannish
things. To them, fondom is simply a source of amuse-
ment, a place where they cen idle away some time, and
take their.oinds off their mundene lives. And that's

~ & valid way of looking at fandom--but it's not the only
way.

For those who look at Fandom As A Way Of Life, and even
. for some’ of the FLJAGDHers, fandom is important because
it is a facet of their lives, a piece of their exis-

tence and as such Matters.to them. We all find amusing

mements in fandom, amusing things to do, amusing people

to be with--else why would we ever have involved our-

‘selves in the first place? But becsuse fandom is com-

posed of pecple, unique individuals one and all, there
will be serious moments and serious matters to discuss.
There are always two sides to human interaction, some-
times far more then two. Perhaps as many facets as
there are imman beings, come to think of it....

To wrap up this issue, I'd like to thank those who WAHF
(were also heard from)--I've misplaced the list, but
You know who You are...and why not write again, soon?
Last stencil typed September 26, 1985.. Late again....
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FF: T ; Fan F was created in 1972 to encourage closer ties between
fans in Australasia and North America. With host coun-
tries alternating each year, there have been 13 exchanges of fan representatives since,
supported entirely by voluntary contributions from fans all over the world. DUFF dele-
gates visit a major SF Convention in the host country and visit with fans they might
otherwise never meet in person. DUFFers are treated as special guests, and are always
well looked after.

DONATIONS: DUFF exists solely on the donatioms and contributions of fans, and always

welcomes material for auction, and domations of money. There will be auc-
tions of DUFF material at future cons. Contributions can be brought to the con, or sent
to the local administrator. Anyone may contribute, even if ineligible to vote, and do-
nations in excess of the voting domation are gratefully accepted. Cheqyes should be made
out to Robbie or Marty Cantor (in North America) and Jack R. Herman (in Australasia).

VOTING: Any fan active in fandom before January, 1985, may vote. Ballots must be

signed and be accompanied by a donation of, at least, $2. BEach person is al-
lowed only one vote. If you think your name may not be known by the administrator,
please include the name of a fan or fan group who can vouch for you. We will mot count
unverifiable votes.

ALL VOTES MUST REACH AN ADMINISTRATOR BY NO LATER THAR FEBRUARY 28, 1986.

DUFF used the "Australian" Preferential system of balloting to guarantee an automatic
run-off and a majority win. You rank the candidates in order of preference (1, 2, 3...).
If there is no absolute majority for one candidate after the first count of votes, first
place votes for the lowest-ranking candidate are dropped and the second place votes on
those ballots are assigned to the candidates nmamed. This goes on until one candidate

has a majority. It is therefore important to vote for second, third, etc places, espe-
cially if you choose to write-in a candidate. (You are not required to fill in more than
your pame, address and first choice.)

CANDIDATES: Each candidate has posted a $10 bond, provided written nominations, and

has promised (barring Acts of God) to travel to the 1986 World SF Con-
vention, ConFederation, in Atlanta, Georgia, Labour Day Weekend 1986. In the cases of
multiple candidacies, DUFF pays for ONE set of fares, accommodation and expenses.
Platforms are reproduced on the reverse side and the ballot is below.

[PMINTSTRLTORS: R. & M. Cantor, 11565 Archwood, North Hollywood, CA 91606, USA
J.R. Herman, Box 272, Wentworth Bldg, U. of Sydney, Australia 2006
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Signature

Sally Beasley
Name & Address (Print)

Terry Frost

Hark Loney/Michelle Muysert

lMorley/Pride/Stathopoulos
If you think you may be unknown be the adminis-
(write-in) trator, please give the name of a fan or fan
group to whom you are known:
Hold Over Funds

lo Preference




CAHDIDATE’S PLATFORMS

SALLY BEASLEY: I had been involved in fandom since 1971, on the fringes of Britfandom,

but only discovered F¥A*N#D*O*M when I emigrated to Australia in 1977.
Since then, I have been involved in the programming and running of serveral local con-
ventions, and organised baby-sitting for Aussiecon II. I am in several apas - ANZAPA,
A Woman's Apa, and CRAPA/PI. I have not published my own fanzine (despite good inten-
tions for 6 years plus!) but promise to publiish a trip report if elected and then; who
knows? I support Worldcons ANYWHERE OTHER THAN Perth.

NMominators: Alyson Abramowitz, Valma Brown, Eric Lindsay, Marc Ortlieb, Amy Thomson,
and others.

TERRY FROST: Vote the Frost Team. Writing a DUFF platform while selling memberships

to Capcon 87 (The Australian Natcon) ((free plug)) at Aussiecon II ain't
easy., Don't let the iist of nominators fool you - they were selected very carefully for
their sterling qualities in order to give the Frost bid a touch of class it otherwise
lacks. Wit, intelligence, cordiality, beard (one), housetraining, cartooning skill,
funny accent, the ability to stay awake for iong pericds of time and silliness I already
have. Also, Karen Vaughan, my fiancee, will, if I win, be accompanying me omn a DUFF trip
cum honeymoon.

Nominators: DMike Glyer, Leanne Frahm, Ken Ozanne, Paul Stevens, Art Widner.

MARK LONEY/MICHELLE MuYSERT: (Michelle) I am a New Zealander and have been involved in
fandom in Wellington, Aukland, Melbourne and Perth, where

I live currently. I'm small, furry and very friendly, I love room parties, and I'd love

to go to ConFederatiomn.

(Mark) I am a large furry West Australian making up the second half of the Muysert/Loney

trans-Australasian DUFF bid. My first con was Swancon II in 1976 and my first fanzine

was THE SPACE WASTREL (with Mr. Warnmer) in 1979. Michelle and I have been a joint fanact

since 1983 and we'd really like to meet you all at ConFederation.

Nominators: Justin Ackroyd, Alexis Gilliland, Irwin Hirsch, Peter Toluzzi, Roger Weddall
and others.

LEwis MorLEY, MARILYN PriDE, Nick STATHOPOULDS: (Lewis speaks on Nick and Marilyn's be-
half) Having been into rubber for some

time, I was delighted to find that fandom held a niche in which I could flourish and fes-
ter. Together with Nick and Marilyn, I discovered a group of caring and interesting peo-
ple who encouraged us to always push ourselves further. My personal interests have in-
cluded regular entries in Masquerades which let me enjoy absurd behaviour in complete
anonymity. Most importantly, I feel that Nick, Marilyn, and I represent a VISUAL face

to fandom: while our written contributions have been fairly sparse, in creating a tan-
gible aroma (for want of a better word) in the field of fan Art, we feel "strong'" enough
to give fans overseas a good idea of what Australian fans are about. And being VISUAL

we promise a trip report with SLIDES!!!

Nominators: Forrest J. Ackerman, Saliy Beasley, Terry Dowling, Van Tkin, Joyce Scrivmer
and others.

REPRODUCTION OF THIS BALLOT IS EilCOURAGED; PLEASE COPY TEXT VERBATIi (CORRECTING TYPOES).

Or1GINAL BALLOT TYPED UP BY Jack R. HErMaN, AucusT 29, 1985. THIS COPY PRODUCED BY JACKIE
CausGROVE & DAVE LOCKE FROM A cOPY DONE BY MarTy & RoBBIE CANTOR oN 9/5/85.

DUFF BALLOT  Pace 2
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(OR» WHY THIS ISSUE 1S SO BLASTED LATE...)

The last stencil was cut for ETILE FIVE on September 26th, 1985. 1 was
running a bit behind schedule, but mot too badly considering that my
back had decided to impose a two-stencils-per-day limit on me. Friday
afterncon I could run off the stencils and take the entire weekend to
collate, staple, address and stamp. Boring work, but a piece of cake
to do. The mimeo started making Strange MNoises about halfway through
the Gidea-numbered stencils. Thirty sheets into P. 17, there was a tiny
'‘click', and the machine stopped rolling. lNid-Run Crisis had struck
orce more.... It was 5:05 P.M., just in time to ruin any chance of ob-
taining advice and/or parts from a repair shop before Monday. I spemnt
the weekend fiddling with the Gestetner, and finally spotted the prob-
lem; a flat metal band that had something to do with directing the mo-
tor's power to the rotating cylinder was broken, and hung over a shaft
in an utterly useless position. The motor would run, but nothing else
would. I tried cranking it by hand, and it would roll quite nicely--
until I engaged the feed lever. Then it would jam up and lock tight.

I took it into the dealer londay afternoon. When I showed the trouble
site to the repairman; he shook his head sadly. It was a broken clutch
assembly. Assuming parts could be obtained for it (the Model 366 had
been in production for only a 2 year period), it would take nearly two
hours to dismantle the works and reassemble it after the part was re-
placed. Rough guess at cost: $260. And that was not counting the
additional time and parts needed to correct the janﬁg symptom, which
was what caused the clutch assembly to break in the first place.

Though this place was a Roneo cdealership, the repairman was a former
serviceman for Gestetner, and knows the machines well (and works at a
much lower rate than Dear Old Gestetner charges). He had taken in four
Gestetners from a local business school in trade for new Roneos. One
of the Gestetmers was a Hodel 466, the Older Brother to the 366. It
had sat in a storercom for about a year, and would need clean-up and
adjustment, but I could have it for $200. Bill Bowers and I co-own the
machine, and he had given me carte blanche on the repairs (he pays 50%),
but even so, I wanted his okay first. It took me most of the day to
get through to him (he'd had a M.D.s appointment for allergy testing
that day, naturally...) and I'd finally decided to contact the shop and
tell the repairman to go ahead. Ten minutes later Bowers called. He
choked a bit at the estimate for repairs, and gave the go-ahead to get
the used machine. (I didn't have the nerve to tell him I'd already
ordered it; but, actually, what else could we have done? Pay twice as
much to fix the 3667 Didn't make sense to me.) It took three days to
Tready the machine. That brought me flat up against the deadline for the
Apa I co-edit with Dave Locke. Time out to type out eight stencils for
it. That, in turn, brought me flat up against the mailing deadliine for
the Apa. Time out to run off the material for it. Then I could finish
EITLE's stencils (one had to be re-cut) and figure out the liysteries of
the 466. As is obvious, I had a few problems. Some pages are under-
inked, some over-inked. Words appear and disappear seemingly at whim...
the corflu was too thick and corrections were, varyingly, hard to imposs-
ible to print. *S8igh* [ut at last the task is done. The zine is 3/4s
collated, and only this page remains to run off. Sorry it took so long;
I'1ll try to do better next issue....

~--- Jackie Causgrove, Cctober 7, 1985




ETTLE FIVE

JACKIE CAUSGROVE
0828 ALPIne Ave. #4
CincINNATI, QH 45236
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